nderfed students 


~ Northern 
Community College 


heating athletes 
whole new meaning 
rts, Page 13 


SSEX 


ge 


ee ee eee at 
The Student Newspaper of Northern Essex Community College, Haverhill and Lawrence, Mass. « Vol. 71, No. 7, Dec. 9, 2009 


Shuttle service cut for spring 


File photo 
Students who rely on the shuttle will be left waiting 
next semester when afternoon trips are cut. 


Afternoon trips 
eliminated due to 


budget cuts 


By JULIE VARNEY 
Editor-in-Chief 


As students were sitting on a 
bench in front of the C Building wait- 
ing for the campus shuttle to arrive at 
3:45 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 4, the col- 
lege sent out an email announcing 
that the shuttle would no longer run 
in the afternoons beginning spring 
semester. 

Which means at that time come 
spring, these students would be wait- 
ing for a ride that never arrives. 

Effective spring semester, the last 
trip from Lawrence to Haverhill will 
be 1:30 p.m. and the last trip from 
Haverhill to Lawrence will be 2 p.m. 

Currently the shuttle runs until 
9:50 p.m. from Lawrence and 10:30 
p.m. from Haverhill. 

The decision to cut the shuttle 
service was made, according to Vice 
President of Administration and 
Finance, Sue Wolfe, as a cost-cutting 
measure given recent reductions in 


state support for the college. 

“The cost is killing us,’ Wolfe 
said. 

The annual cost of the shuttle 
service, which is contracted out to 
Merrimack Valley Security, is 
$110,000. Wolfe projects around 
$35,000 in savings by eliminating the 
eight late afternoon and evening shut- 
tle trips each day. 

“We do know its important to stu- 
dents. We realize this is a service a lot 
of students use, and if we could con- 
tinue it we would, but with this latest 
round of reductions, it becomes a 
trade-off,” Wolfe said. 

The news that the shuttle service 
was cut surprised many students who 
rely on the shuttle to get between 
campuses. 

“That sucks. I’m against it,” stu- 
dent Julie Fernandez said. “Some 
people can’t afford to pay for a car 
and classes.” 

Another student, Daniel 
Almonte, was equally upset by the 
news. 

“They should keep it because I 
have classes I count on the shuttle 
for,” he said. 

Fernandez said a lot of students 
will encounter that same problem. 


“Some programs need night 
classes, such as nursing and ESL, and 
some classes are only offered in 
Haverhill,” she said. 

Wolfe responded to that concern 
by saying she checked with the regis- 
trar, who didn’t think there were any 
courses at the Haverhill campus that 
were specific to a Lawrence program. 

Wolfe also said part of the deci- 
sion to cut shuttle service was based 
on the fact that the shuttle is not filled 
to capacity during the afternoon and 
evening trips, whereas it is filled in 
the morning. 

“The first few trips are at capaci- 
ty, but after 2 p.m. it just drops dra- 
matically,” Wolfe said. 

Those trips occur between 7:15 
and 9 a.m. when most students are 
commuting to class. 

These morning trips were so busy 
out of Lawrence that in October the 
college instituted a first-come, first- 
served system of taking a number as 
a way to alleviate jostling that typi- 
cally accompanied boarding the shut- 
tle. ; 

Just recently, a survey of students 
conducted by the Student Senate 
found that students did not want 
NECC to cut the hours of the shuttle. 


A decade of Dickens at NECC 


Play has driven the 
‘Bah-Humbugs’ away 
for 10 years 


By JULIE VARNEY 
Editor-in-Chief 


When Theater Professors Susan 
Sanders and Jim Murphy first put on 
the production of Charles Dickens’ 
classic tale “A Christmas Carol” at 
NECC in 2000 they thought it would 
be for one year only. 

Now, 10 years later, the play has 
become a holiday tradition at the col- 
lege. 

“Susan and I, in our wildest 
dreams, wouldn't have thought it 
would run for 10 years,’ Murphy 
said. 

According to Sanders and 
Murphy, the first production of “A 
Christmas Carol” was created as a 
fundraising effort for a new theater 
they hoped would be built in what is 
now the Technology Center. At the 
time, the building was being con- 
ceived as the Fine Arts and 
Technology Center. 

“That's why we did it,’ Murphy 
said. “We knew it was not going to 
raise a lot of dollars, but it would be 
a fun way to end fall semester and 
usher in the holiday season.” 

The popularity of the play was 


apparent that first year. 

“We had a lot of fun, the public 
enjoyed it and there was a 
groundswell of support,” Murphy 
said. 

Sanders said the immediate pop- 
ularity of the play is what has 
allowed it to continue. 

“Tt took on a life of its own,” she 
said. 

And although the new theater 
was never built, the play is still a 
fundraiser for NECC's Theater 
Program. 

The production has always been 
held in the theater on the third floor 
of the Spurk Building, now newly 
renamed the Chester W. Hawrylciw 
Theater. 

The new name is even more sig- 
nificant for this year's production of 
“A Christmas Carol.” Hawrylciw, the 
former dean of humanities at NECC, 
made his acting debut as Fezziwig, 
the joyous, generous and beloved 
boss to young Scrooge, in the first 
production. 

Hawrylciw himself was beloved 
to many students and staff, and 
championed the cause of the arts on 
campus. 

Murphy attributes the success of 
“A Christmas Carol” in part to the 
fact that it has such a large cast, 
involving many people at the college. 

“We really wanted to involve the 
community,” he said. 

Participation in the play has 


always been open to faculty, staff, 
alumni, current students and children 
in the NECC community. 

Murphy and Sanders have seen 
families come back year after year, 
on the stage and in the audience, and 
have even seen families grow and 
develop as a result of their involve- 
ment in “A Christmas Carol.” 

“There have been marriages and 
babies,” Sanders said. 

One example of that is Professor 
Clare Thompson-Ostrander and her 
husband Phil Ostrander. 

“They were cast as Mr. and Mrs. 
Cratchit and soon thereafter they 
were Mr. and Mrs. Ostrander,” 
Murphy said. 

Many children are also involved 
in the production every year. 

“It's been fun watching kids go 
from playing Tiny Tim to playing 
some of the older characters,” 
Sanders said. 

That is what occurred with 
Professors John and _ Deirdre 
Budzyna's son Colin. Colin Budzyna 
was cast as the first Tiny Tim, and 
has now been in seven of the shows. 

“A Christmas Carol” is not just a 
tradition for the college, but for many 
families as well. ; 

“T think what's most moving for 
me are the people that come back 
year after year and say things like this 
is the beginning of our family 
Christmas,” Sanders said. 

Murphy said he also often hears 


Courtesy photo 


A scene from last year’s production of “A Christmas 
Carol,” now in its tenth year. 


that same sentiment from people. 

“Families tell us it's a tradition. 
They come every year,” he said. 
“There are many, many people that 
allow this event to usher in their hol- 
iday season.” 


“A Christmas Carol” will be per- 
formed on Friday, Dec. 11 at 7 p.m., 
Saturday, Dec. 12 at 3 and 7 p.m., 
and Sunday, Dec. 13 at 3 p.m. in the 
Hawrylciw Theater on the third floor 
of the Spurk Building. 
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Shuttle shouldn’t be cut 


The college's decision to cut 
shuttle service in the late afternoons 
and evenings next semester will 
leave many students waiting out in 
the cold, literally. Many students 
who do not have a car rely on the 
shuttle as a reliable mode of trans- 
portation between campuses. 

Part of the college's reasoning in 
cancelling the afternoon and evening 
shuttle service is that, unlike in the 
morning, these trips are seldom filled 
to capacity. 

The shuttles are often filled to 
capacity during the “rush hour” times 
between 7:15 and 9 a.m. Before the 
system of shuttle passes was institut- 
ed earlier this semester, students 
often pushed and shoved to get to the 
front of the line in order to board the 
shuttle to get to class on time. 

Sue Wolfe, vice president of 
administration and finance, acknowl- 
edges that is because whereas most 
students need to get to class at the 


same time, in the afternoons they dis- 
perse themselves out and leave at dif- 
ferent times. 

Students may choose to go right 
home, some may stay for a meeting 
or some may choose to stay on cam- 
pus to study in the library. 

But what does the college think 
will happen now? 

What will happen is now that 
everyone will need to catch the last 
shuttle home before 2p.m. there will 
be the same overcrowding problems 
that happen during the morning mush 
hour. 

Now, it will be an afternoon rush 
hour. 

Ironically, the Student Senate 
just surveyed several shuttle riders 
and asked them if they thought it 
would be a good idea to cut the hours 
of the shuttle to allow for an increase 
in service during the morning rush 
hours. The students answered they 
would not like NECC to cut the hours 
of the shuttle. 

We agree, and hope the college 
rethinks the decision and restores full 
shuttle service. 
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MCT campus cartoon 


What do you think about the decision to 
cancel shuttles after 2 p.m. next semester? 


i [Sees 
ne A 
ages: 


Meghan Williams, Liberal Arts 
“It’s bogus.” 
seems bad.” 


Charlie LeGasse, Undecided 
“I take my car home, but that 


Juan Diaz, Writing 
“It’s ridiculous.” 


Photos/Interviews by Sam Sawyer 


How to submit a letter to the Observer 


} The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication 
may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the news- 


All letters must be be signed and also include a phone number for verifi- 
cation. Email submissions should include Letter to Editor in the subject line 
or risk not being received by the Observer email system. 


We prefer submissions via email: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 
*Include Letter to Editor in the subject line 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 
Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


Conrad Fitton, Photography 
“They're depriving a lot of people 
of opportunity.” 


Mary-Kate Haley, Journalism 
“They're cancelled? No way!” 


Rafel Perez, Criminal Justice 
While we attempt to publish all letters, “That is a really bad idea.” 
we reserve the right to edit or reject those received 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press 
Association, and the New England Press Association. 


‘Without pain we 
wouldn t learn 
anything’ 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
News Editor 


Recently, I 


attended a 
Christian Club 
meeting at 
NECC_ even 
though I am 
neither a 


Christian nor 
am I religious 
by any means. 
Despite this, I found that I could 
relate to others’ views surrounding 
the discussion on the topic of pain 
the club was having that day. 


Philosophy Professor and 
Minister Jim Gustafson said he has 
seen pain and suffering through his 
missionary work in India. 

“There is a lot of pain in the 
world,” he said. “Without pain we 
wouldn't learn anything. We have to 
live in a world of pain.” 

Gustafson has also seen the 
effect no pain can have on a person 
through his missionary work. He 
met a man who had a condition in 
which he was in capable of feeling 
pain. Once, the man was talking to 
Gustafson while doing something 
else and didn't realize he was cutting 
himself. 

If Gustafson didn't tell him he 
was cutting himself he wouldn't 
have known. Pain allows all crea- 
tures to learn from their mistakes 
and can stop creatures from making 
fatal decisions altogether. 


Gustafson also said he has seen 
a lot of poverty in the world. 

“90% of people in the world are 
poorer than us,” Gustafson said. 

Gustafson asked everyone how 
wonderful it would feel to have per- 
fect human mate telling you all the 
wonderful things you desire to hear. 
However if this perfect human mate 
was an robot, would you still feel 
the same? 

Humans can take their emotions 
and metaphorically program a robot 
to feel the way they do. In the end 
the feelings would mean nothing 
the; desire, love and ability to feel 
anything is gone. 

Most humans want the greater 
good to prevail but evil still does 
exist and always will. A countless 
number of people have given up on 
the world because they don't have 
enough support and faith to help 
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Christian Club r lice on suffering 


them through difficult times. 

The level of faith and hope the 
Christians have is astounding. They 
believe in the greater good which is 
God and continue to believe in God 
even under the most bleak circum- 
stances. 

Christianity has never been a 
model religion, nor will one ever 
exist. It is impossible to incorporate 
everyone's beliefs into a religion and 
manage to satisfy everyone. 

However, everyone should try 
seeing other points of view. Trying 
different things makes you grow as a 
human being and lets you meet new 
people in the process. 

Sometimes people amaze you 
with their faith and beliefs even 
though they may seem ridiculous at 
first. We need to talk to the people 
with whom we don’t agree, it helps 
us to see a larger picture. 


Personally, I have met people 
who I thought were freaks due to 
their religious beliefs, primarily 
because they didn't believe the same 
things I did. It was not until later 
that I realized those people were the 
ones who were there for me the 
most, more so than many of my 
other so-called “friends” whose 
beliefs were more similar to my 
own. 

As a species we are always 
going to argue. Everyone has differ- 
ent experiences therefore see things 
in a different way. But we can never 
rule out the other side as completely 
wrong. Who knows, you might be 
wrong after all. 

If you are interested in under- 
standing other people's points of 
view, you should check out the 
Christian Club. They meet every 
Monday at noon in C-108. 


More security 
Is needed 


To the Editor: 


My name is Juan Ruiz. I am a 
resident of Lawrence and I study 
English as a second language at 
NECC. I have been taking ESL class- 
es periodically since 1998. Currently 
I'm a full-time student and I travel 
everyday from the Lawrence to 
Haverhill campus to attend classes. 

Last Thursday, after I finished 
the ESL writing class, I left the Spurk 
building and I was going to the park- 
ing lot when I noticed that my car 
was open. I checked visually around 
the area for any suspicious persons 
who might have done this, but I did- 
n't see anybody. I looked into my car 
to see if something was stolen. I 
found papers and CD disks on the 
floor. I don't have any idea how 
somebody could have opened my car 
because it has a good alarm system. I 
never had this problem before, not 
even on the Lawrence campus. 

I thought that NECC was a safe 
place with secure parking, but I think 
I was wrong. I read an article in the 
Observer that said that some other 
cars were stolen from the NECC 
parking lots last month. This is a seri- 
ous concern and the NECC adminis- 


tration should take some type of 
action. 

Today we have stolen cars inside 
this college. I don't know what's next, 
armed robbery or drug sales in the 
college parking lots? There has been 
a reduction in the security guards on 
campus and I question the wisdom of 
this policy. 

I think it is time for every student 
who really cares about the safety on 
this campus to get involved to solve 
this problem. I have noticed that the 
majority of the students have cellular 
phones. We can all be part of a solu- 
tion. My recommendation is to use 
your cellular phone to call the college 
security or the local police depart- 
ment if you see someone trying to 
break into a car. We students can 
work together to stop crime in our 
college parking facilities. 

I am asking the administration to 
provide a more secure environment 
for students. More security guards 
would be a start, and more survel- 
lance cameras would help. And we 
students can play a role by actively 
reporting car theft to security. 


Sincerely, 
Juan Ruiz 


Rules are rules 


To the Editor: 


At 12:30 p.m. on Tuesday Dec. 1 
I was glad to see some security 
patrolling around the Tech Center 
parking lot after the many break-ins, 
and car thefts. However, my positive 
attitude was shot down when I saw 
the security officer pull out a ciga- 
rette and begin to smoke right in front 
of the Tech Center. 

How corrupt is the ruling of this 
school? A new rule began this year 
that Northern Essex Community 
College is now a “smoke free” cam- 
pus. Many students have gotten 
warnings and other means of punish- 
ment from breaking these newly 
found rules. 

Now my question is who stops a 
security officer from smoking on 
campus? 

I am not a smoker and I am glad 


that this rule was put in place, howey- 
er the rules should apply to all. If stu- 
dents can’t smoke on campus then no 
one should be able to, especially the 
people that enforce the rules. 


Sincerely, 
Nathan Allard 


‘Saints’ satisfies Mad 


To the Editor: 


This is in response to correspon- 
dant Stan Pittounicos’ review of 
“Boondock Saints II” in the Nov. 11 
issue of the Observer. 

The article stated “Boondock 
Saints II is clearly no match to the 
original movie.” I think that’s a very 
bold statement to make; let alone 
publish. I asked around to some of 
my fellow students that admitted the 
thought of the sequel was strange 
because it was such a classic movie 
to find out if they enjoyed it. 
Anyway, they admitted that the 
movie was nothing like the first, but 
very good and entertaining. It did not 
end the cult classic like you boldly 
stated. 

I do not understand what you 
mean by saying the “quirky manner- 
isms” set you off. Sean Flannery and 
Norman Reedus display mannerisms 
towards their back rounds, god and 
family traditions. In the first movie, 
they did plenty of “mannerisms” that 
were “strange” to the average person 
but you need to look deeper and real- 
ize the purpose behind these actions. 
Today alone, many people took a 
major line from this movie “VER- 
TIAS” (which means truth in Latin) 
and made it a very popular tattoo idea 
and that movie came out ten years 
ago. I don’t understand how the 
brothers bringing back their manner- 
ism made you think this movie was 
portraying a spoof. They still por- 
trayed the bond of the two Irish 
brothers and their love for the family 
and what they do. 

I interviewed Bailey Mann, a 
student here at NECC, who saw 
both movies and has a very strong 
view on them. She was astonished to 
read the write up that you wrote on 


this movie. She was shocked to see 
that you defaced the name of the 
movie in the manner that you did. 
“The acting was nothing short of a 
miracle,” she said. Her opinions and 
views on this movie would not 
budge. The only thing she agreed 
with Pittounicos on is that the first 
movie was a classic. 

The plot of the movie was not a 
downfall in any way, shape or form. 
The film did not do a poor job inter- 
twining the new and old plot. I feel as 
though your expectations were a little 
to high for this movie. As I’ve now 
stated three times, this movie was a 
classic among many. No matter how 
you slice it you’re never going to be 
able to remake the magic and emo- 
tions that you experienced when 
watching the original. You need to 
stop thinking that this movie was 
going to blow you out of the water, 
and make you forget how good the 
first one was because the sequel was 
amazing. Over all, this movie did an 
excellent job with bringing the past 
and present into play. They brought 
back for the most part, every charac- 
ter to make the feeling comfortable. 


. Many of the original fans of the first 


movie enjoyed this movie. They did 
not agree with your article at all. 
Most of them feel as though you 
almost enjoyed cutting the movie up. 
I feel like the ending of the movie 
was perfect and that they are not 
going to bother to make a third 
because, the movie is a classic. There 
was no need for the “Saw” jab 
because saw is a completely different 
type of movie. “Saw” is a whole dif- 
ferent story if you want to talk about 
poor acting. 


Sincerely, 
Francesca Ferrara 


We want alco. from you. 


Include “Opinion Editor” in subject line. 


about 


bad 
facts 


To the Editor: 


Mr. Sawyer has the right to his 
opinions, but any opinions that are 
based on incorrect facts, like those in 
his Nov. 25 "Wasteful spending in 
dire times" article, are ill-advised at 
best, malicious at worst. 

Here is why: Reading Mr. 
Sawyer's account, one might be 
inclined to believe that every year, $3 
billion worth of green bills are loaded 
onto planes and shipped to Israel, 
where they are spent at the Israeli 
government's whim. Nothing is fur- 
ther from the truth. Every cent of this 
aid to Israel is spent right here, in the 
United States, on US-made equip- 
ment and supplies. Cut that aid, and 
you'll be sending thousands of 
American workers home to unem- 
ployment. 

Unlike what Mr. Sawyer claims, 
that this aid is the result of the strong 
pro-Israeli lobby's work, the reasons 
are far simpler: 

1. The United States extracts an 
immense strategic value from Israel - 
the only consistent, reliable demo- 
cratic US ally in the Middle East. 

2. The contribution of this aid to 
the US economy is huge. . 

3. And, let's not forget that Israel's 
war on terror, as manifested in its 
fighting Hamas in Gaza and 
Hezbollah in Lebanon, contributes 
just as much to the US's war on terror, 
by doing part of the “dirty work” that 
the US would have to do otherwise. 

Presenting incorrect facts is irre- 
sponsible in a college newspaper. We 
should all be mad about that! 


Sincerely, 

Ethel Schuster, Ph.D. 
Professor, Department of 
Computer and Information 
Science 
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Video games remain misun 


Video games are 
hugely profitable but 


not widely respected 

By SAM SAWYER 

Opinion Editor 

Since 

2005, the 
video game 
industry has 
been _ bigger 


than the movie 
industry. The 
' three biggest 
entertainment 

2 ‘launches (that 
includes, movies, TV shows, books, 
etc.) of all time have all been video 
games; Call of Duty: Modern 
Warfare 2 in 2009, Grand Theft Auto 
4 in 2008, and Halo 3 in 2007. 
Despite this fact, mainstream 
America and mainstream American 
media does not understand it and 
does not treat it like a legitimate 
form of art and normal entertainment 
for people of all ages. 

In 2007, the game Mass Effect 
was released with overwhelmingly 
positive reviews from critics and 
players. It was praised for its beau- 
tiful graphics, cinematic presenta- 
tion, expertly delivered dialogue, 
unique story, stunning environments 
and open-ended player-driven deci- 
sions. It was rated M for mature 
(which means it is not to be sold to 
people under 17 years of age) by the 
ESRB (Electronic Software Rating 
Board) for Blood, Language, Partial 


Nudity, Sexual Themes, and 
Violence, all of which can be 
derived from an informative rating 
printed on the cover of the game. In 
the game, players created a main 
character, who they could physically 
customize down to a fraction of an 
inch of cheek bone depth. The game 
features cinematic interactions 
between the player and characters in 
the world, during which the player 
can guide conversations by picking 
different dialogue options. If the 
player chooses to, they can pursue a 
romance with one of three characters 
in the game, during which they have 
lengthy conversations with them and 
get to know the characters’ lives and 
feelings. This can, if the player 
maneuvers the romance correctly, 
lead to a very tasteful, short, PG-13 
sex scene, during which no genitals 
or nipples are shown, culminating in 
a cinematic fade out before things 
get really serious, as a movie would. 
Players have no control over the sex 
as it takes place in a pre-rendered cut 
scene, and can only pursue one char- 
acter romantically. Fox News, the 
least credible name in mainstream 
media, ran a story a few months after 
the game was released, during which 
they claimed that the game featured 
digital nudity that “left nothing to 
the imagination” and allowed play- 
ers to control sex with as many char- 
acters as they wanted. They also 
claimed that the game was being 
marketed to children. One of the so- 
called “experts” that Fox News fea- 
tured was Cooper Lawrence, an 
author that knew nothing about 


video games and had never played 
Mass Effect. She made claims such 
as, “...if you look at the statistics, 
who is playing video games? 
Adolescent males, not their dads.” 
This is factually untrue. The aver- 
age age of gamers is between 33 and 
39 years old. She also claimed that 
the game showed women as nothing 
but sexual objects, which is also the 
complete opposite of the truth. Not 
only could you play as a female 
character and become intimate with 
a male or female character, in all cir- 
cumstances players had to have 
lengthy cofiversations with the char- 
acters, and progress through a rela- 
tionship with them. Lawrence also 
leveled this absurd claim: “There's a 
new study out of the University of 
Maryland that says that boys that 
play video games cannot tell the dif- 
ference between what they're seeing 
in a video game and the real world if 
they don't have a real experience.” 
This sexist, baseless, fabricated driv- 
el is being treated as an expert opin- 
ion by a mainstream news agency. 
The interviewer from Fox News did 
not question these absurd state- 
ments; instead, she accepted them as 
true. 

If they had done any research, 
they would have found that Mass 
Effect was a beautiful, complex 
piece of interactive art that treated 
characters with dignity and made the 
player feel for them. They also 
would have learned that the Xbox 
360, the console on which Mass 
Effect was originally released, has 
extremely easy to use parental locks, 


derstood 


MCT Campus photo 


Games like Mass Effect sell.millions of copies, but are 
not treated as legitimate art by much of the media. 


that can be used to block access to 
M-rated games, as well as control 
the time their child can spend play- 
ing in one day. 

Almost every mainstream news 
agency, from Fox News to National 
Public Radio, has had now disgraced 
and disbarred anti-video game 
lawyer Jack Thompson on as an 
expert.” He has time and time again 
been shown to be a lying fraud, 
blaming violent video games for 
things like the Columbine school 
shootings, the Paducah school shoot- 
ings, and other various acts of vio- 
lence. In 2007, after the tragic 
Virginia Tech school shootings, Jack 
Thompson went on a number of 
mainstream news stations and 
claimed that, when the killers’ apart- 
ment was searched, authorities 
would find numerous violent video 
games, and blamed these yet-to-be 
found games for the killings. It 


turned out that the killer did not play 

» violent games. Thompson has cited 
disproven or poorly researched faux- 
scientific facts about the psycholog- 
ical effects of gaming, despite the 
overwhelming evidence that normal 
people are not driven to violent by 
violent video games. Despite his 
track record of slander and lies, 
Thompson has been featured year in 
and year out across the mainstream 
media spectrum. 

Anybody who has played 
through Bioshock, Mass Effect, or 
Shadow of the Colossus, or any of 
the many other amazing, artistic 
games out there, will tell you it 
moved them, made them think, and 
engrossed them in a foreign world 
that made them think about their 
own. As a gamer, I cannot wait for 
the day that the biggest entertain- 
ment industry in the world is consid- 
ered a respectable art form. 


America’s mistakes 1n Latin America 


Our taxes have paid 
for some awful things 
in Latin America 


By MARK PALERMO 
Guest Columnist 


I was get- 
ting away 
quickly from 
“an ugly scene 
when I took 
the above 
photo, which is 
why it is not 
well —focused. 
The year was 
1994, the place, the Dominican 
Republic. The subject: our tax dol- 
lars at work. 

A Dominican friend and I were 
driving through this small coastal 
village- I can’t recall its name- when 
we rounded a corner and ran into an 
angry street mob carrying baseball 
bats, knives and firearms. We didn’t 
understand why at first, but a little 
while later the news came over the 
radio: the announcement of the pres- 
idential election results had been 
postponed while the votes were 
recounted. The so-called “recount” 
showed what everybody feared was 
going to happen: the populist candi- 
date, Pena Gomez, had lost by a nar- 
row margin while the ClA-backed 
puppet president and de-facto dicta- 
tor, Joachim Balaguer- 87 years old 
and blind-was declared winner just 
as he had been in previous so-called 


free elections. Once again democra- 
cy had been successfully thwarted in 
the Dominican Republic. 
International observers concurred 
that the election was rigged and the 
response you see in this picture fol- 
lowed. 

What made these folks take to 
the streets? After all, we Americans 
didn’t take to the streets after Bush 
stole an election. Look again at the 
photo. This is what people look like 
when all their self-determination is 
crushed and they have no recourse 
to law or justice. 

Author William Blum writes, 
“Joachin Balaguer... ruled...his 
people in the grand Latin American 
style: The rich became richer and 
the poor had babies, hungry babies; 
democracy remained an alien con- 
cept; the police and military regular- 
ly kidnapped, tortured and murdered 
opponents of the government and 
terrorized union organizers. But the 
man was not, personally, the mon- 
ster that Trujillo was. There was rel- 
ative calm and peace. No ‘commu- 
nist threat’ hovered over the land. 
The pot was sweetened for foreign 
investors, and American corpora- 
tions moved in with big bucks...” 

As bad as Belaguer was, the guy 
that preceded him was worse. Rafael 
Trujillo was one of Latin America’s 
leading anti-communists and a 
friend of the United States. A psy- 
chopathic, serial-murdering rapist, 
Trujillo used political power to 
amass vast personal wealth and 
ruled the island for 30 years until his 
assassination in 1961. Trujillo out- 


lawed political parties- except for 
his own-- while imprisonment, tor- 
ture and mysterious disappearances 
of any opposition, real or imagined, 
were accomplished by his thugs 
and secret police. Every classroom, 
church and public office is said to 
have displayed a portrait of “El 
Benefactor” as he was known. 
Statues of Trujillo were mass pro- 
duced and erected in every town and 
village with the inscription “Trujillo 
on Earth, God in the Sky.” Illiterate 
peasants were even taught that 
Trujillo was an all-powerful deity. 
Franklin Roosevelt once remarked 
to U.S. Secretary of State, Cordell 
Hull, "He (Trujillo) may be a son-of- 
a-bitch, but he is our son-of-a- 
bitch." 

On my first trip to the island 
some years ago, a friend took me to 
several museums. I was immediate- 
ly struck by a curious feature: the 
common theme of most Dominican 
art is the legacy of slavery and/or 
colonialism, which- if art is a 
barometer of culture- indicates how 
authoritarian social organization is 
deeply internalized in the island’s 
collective psyche. Indeed, colonial- 
ism has deep roots on the island: 
after Columbus established slavery 
there, decades of Spanish and 
French rule gave way to domination 
by the United States, which under 
the Monroe Doctrine, occupied the 
country three times between 1903 
and 1965. 

To understand Dominican poli- 
tics, you have to start with the fact 
that Dominicans have never experi- 


Mark Palermo photo 
Havoc breaks out in a small Dominican town as 


America rigs another ‘democratic’ election. 


enced a period of self determination 
and democracy in over 500 years- 
except for one brief window of 
opportunity. 

That opportunity came in 1962, 
when Juan Bosch, a respected author 
and exiled opposition leader, 
returned to the island upon Trujillo’s 
death. Supported by the urban mid- 
dle class, intellectuals and rural 
peasants, Bosch was elected presi- 
dent in 1962. He quickly opened a 
national dialogue about land redis- 
tribution, workers rights and demo- 
cratic reforms, all of which proved 
too much for the island’s ruling fam- 
ilies, church leaders, and foreign 
investors. As a result, Bosch- a legit- 
imately elected president who had 
received 62% of the vote- was oust- 
ed in a military coup, which led to 
chaos and civil war. 

Meanwhile in the US, the 
Lyndon Johnson administration had 
become wary of Bosch’s populism, 
which looked to them like 


Communism, and they feared anoth- 
er Cuba near its shores. The 
American mass media went into 
action and framed Bosch as a com- 
munist, and in the resulting hysteria, 
the United States, under the pretext 
of putting down a communist rebel- 
lion, sent a military invasion force to 
the island in 1965 and installed a 
CIA-backed puppet government 
headed by Joachim Belaguer. (Until 
his death in 2001, Bosch insisted 
that he had never been a commu- 
nist.) 

That was your tax dollars and 
mine at work. (I don’t know about 
you, but I would have preferred a tax 
rebate to an invasion of the 
Dominican Republic.) Maybe some- 
day we can have a dialogue in this 
country about our foreign policy 
which nurtures so many corrupt, 
brutal dictators, but I doubt it. 
Maybe we are ourselves becoming 
another Latin American dictator- 
ship. 


NECC Observer Dec. 9, 2009 Page 5 


arene 


Exploitative prostitution continues 


Sex exploitation 
continues to be 
profitable 


By ELISABETH GREEN 
Reet 


While 
standing on 
_ the street cor- 
ner of a red 
light district in 
the sex indus- 
try capitol of 
the world, this 
phrase had 
new meaning 


to me. 

At 19 years old I was a part of a 
12 person team working in 
Bangkok, Thailand with a ministry 
called the MST Project. MST stood 
for Men and the Sex Trade, it was 
an organization with one objective: 
eliminate the demand for the sex 
trade and in doing so eliminate the 
need for a supply. It was a ministry 
that went into red-light-districts 
reaching out to the men who were 
there, rather than the women. It 
was a voice of advocacy for the 
women trapped in a lifestyle of 
prostitution, as well as a voice of 
hope for men looking for a love, 
hope and meaning in the wrong 
place. 

My team’s mission that night 
was to survey men in the red-light- 
district called Nana Plaza. We were 
to gather anonymous eet 
generate HIV awareness, 


when given the opportunity, con- 
verse further with the person we 
were interviewing. 

The thing that I found surpris- 
ing was that many men admitted to 
holding a negative view on prosti- 
tution but defended the sexvil 
tourism industry. They argued that, 
in Thailand, prostitution is an inte- 
grated part of the economy, and 
therefore it was justified. 

There was such an attitude of 
acceptance that made it easy for the 
men to justify their actions. 

Many looked at the problem of 
prostitution logically and economi- 
cally and failed to see how the sex 
tourism industry fuels the demand 
for a sex trade that forces children 
and women into a lifestyle of pros- 
titution against their will. 

While I did not expect these 
men to share my .opinions, I was 
shocked to see how easily these 
men were deceived into buying the 
illusion of love and fulfillment, as 
well as the supposed “benefits” of 
the sex trade. All the while, they 
ignored the tidal wave of repercus- 
sions their actions had in fueling 
the demand of the worldwide sex 
industry. 


I was in Bangkok one year ago _ 


last October. At times these experi- 
ences seem like they are a world 
away from where I am today, how- 
ever, since being home I have come 
to recognize the same deceptive 
reality of the sex trade here in 
America as well. 

We live in a culture completely 
inundated with sex. It is used to sell 
everything from clothing and per- 


fume lines to cars and music. We 
have grown inoculated to the 
affects that sex has taken on our 
culture, but that does not mean that 
this is without consequence. 

In the US, the commercial sex 
industry generates upwards of 
$12.6 billion per year. This number 
is greater than the total salaries of 
both the NFL and NBA combined. 
Broken down, this statistic states 
that $3,000 is being spent on 
pornography every second, and this 
is only one aspect of the commer- 
cial sex industry. 

Statistics also show that the 
average entry age into prostitution 
in the US is 12-14 years old, and 
there are an estimated 300,000 chil- 
dren who are sold into a lifestyle of 
commercial exploitation each year. 

According to the US 
Department of Justice, in America, 
the average age a girl enters the 
pornographic industry is 12 years 
old. It is also estimated that one in 
five of all pornographic images is 
of a minor. 

Yes. Sex sells. 

In response to the ever growing 
demand for sex, human traffickers 
resort to kidnapping and forced 
coercion of women and children 
into lives of sexual exploitation. 

Statistics posted by the Polaris 
Project Organization show that of 
the 800,000 human beings who are 
trafficked and sold every year 80% 
are women, 50% are children. 70% 
of these numbers are females who 
are trafficked into the sex trade. 

One example of this is a 20 year 
old woman named “Katya” who 


Out of Afghanistan now 


By JULIA PITT 
Correspondent 


On the afternoon of Wednesday, 
Dec. 5, I attended a massive rally in 
Boston. Our protest was in response 
to the sending of an additional 
34,000 American troops’ to 
Afghanistan in an effort to continue 
the US occupation, now into its 
eighth year. We were there to tell 
President Obama that we do not 
now nor will ever approve of this 
action. 

There are several reasons why 
the attacks on Afghanistan are 
unjust. First, there has never been 
any evidence that the September 
llth attacks came out of 
Afghanistan. None of the 9/11 
hijackers were Afghans; most of 
them were Saudis and Egyptians. 
By the logic of the war masters, we 
should have invaded Saudi Arabia, 
the USA's biggest Arab ally. 
Furthermore, the state of 
Afghanistan itself was not our 
attacker nor is there any record of 
its approval for the attack. This 
inability to link Afghanistan to the 
2001 attacks shows that there is no 
way to justify the collective punish- 
ment being brought on the Afghan 
people. 

We must also consider 
International Law. Our action in 
Afghanistan is a war crime, since it 
constitutes as an act of aggression 


under Chapter VII of the United 
Nations Charter. Defenders of the 
USA's invasion will cite that the 
Charter permits nation-states to act 
in self defense if attacked by anoth- 
er nation-state. True, but again the 
attacks were not carried out by 
another nation; they were carried 
out by terrorists. The Charter sim- 
ply does not grant the US the right 
to occupy Afghanistan. It is known 
that George W. Bush could not get 
the UN Security Council to approve 
the planned invasion. This mere 
fact proves the continuous occupa- 
tion to be illegal. 

Why "invasion" and "occupa- 
tion" instead of "war" you say? This 
isn't an American war as defined by 
the US Constitution. According to 
our Constitution, it is the right of 
Congress to declare war. In the case 
of Afghanistan no declaration was 
ever made. What our troops have 
been doing in Afghanistan are not 
technically acts of war. They are 
acts of state terrorism and aggres- 
sion. 

The main reason we are given 
to be in Afghanistan in the first 
place is to find Osama bin Laden 
and the rest of al-Qa’eda and to 
destroy the Taliban. This is also a 
lost cause. Whether or not bin 
Laden and his cronies remain in 
Afghanistan is a _ mystery. 
According to an article in The 
Guardian from Oct. 2001, the 
Taliban were willing to hand bin 


Laden over, an offer the US 
refused. In my opinion, this hints at 
other reasons why the people in 
power might want to remain in 
Afghanistan. 

Obama must cut his "Bush III" 
policies and do what we all elected 
him to do: end the occupations of 
Afghanistan and Iraq. There's no 
evidence he will do either of those 
things any time soon. Obama made 
it clear all throughout his presiden- 
tial campaign that he would contin- 
ue Bush's actions Afghanistan, even 
sending Americgn troops. to 
Pakistan "if necessary". He will not 
even admit that the invasion is an 
illegal act. 

The only way to fully prevent 
another 9/11 should be clear: 
change US foreign policy in the 
Middle East. We forget that the 
masterminds of the attack repeti- 
tively denounced American support 
for Israel and corrupt Arab regimes, 
both of which terrorize and exploit 
the Arab people. Now that the US is 
prolonging its occupations of Iraq 
and Afghanistan, one can be sure 
that more hatred against us is brew- 
ing. ; 

The United States must step up 
to the plate and choose diplomacy 
instead of war. Our government 
needs to admit the illegality of our 
actions and get the troops out now. 
It is the only way to make up for the 
mistakes we have made. 


This girl in Vietnam is one 
rescued from a life of child 


came to the US from the Ukraine 
under the false promise of a wait- 
ressing job in Palm Beach. Upon 
her arrival in the US Katya’s traf- 
fickers took possession of her pass- 
port and forced her into a lifestyle 
of stripping at a club called 
“Cheetah.” She was forced to make 
$1000 a day for $20 a dance. All of 
this money was given to her traf- 
ficker. Outside of the strip club, 
Katya lived in an apartment with 
other girls in her same situation 
who were mentally, physically and 
emotionally traumatized by their 
traffickers. 

This is a typical trafficking case 


in which traffickers target their vic- 
tims, control their ability to move 


freely and then break their will and 


of the lucky few who are 
prostitution. 


psychological state until they are 
controlled and entered into their 
lifestyle of exploitation. 

After a year of living in fear 
and bondage, Katya escaped, but in 
reflecting on her time spent in the 
strip club, she said, “I want them 
{the customers] to understand that 
if | have a smile on my face doesn’t 
mean I’m here as my own will,” 

It’s time to look beneath the 
surface. Forced labor exists in our 
culture today and we need to train 
ourselves to look for the signs. 
Furthermore, we need to stop toler- 
ating the fact that “sex sells” and 
fight the barrage of sex that contin- 


ues to fuel the commercial sex 
industry, both here in America and 


worldwide. 


Clarifications 


By SAM SAWYER 
Opinion Editor 


I feel that 
the claims 
about my arti- 
-cle on Israel 
§ should not go 
unanswered 
- (see Letters, 
Page 3.) First 
F : off, I'd like to 
say that nowhere did I claim that 
America's aid to Israel was in the 
form of actual money or direct 
financial support, not that it mat- 
ters in what form our $30 billion 
over 10 years is wasted. I was fully 
aware that our support is in the 
form of weapons and military 
equipment. 

Secondly, while Israel 
democracy with elected leaders, an 
unelected council of Rabbis called 
the Chief Rabbinate of Israel has a 
huge influence on many aspects of 
Israeli government. While this does- 
n’t make Israel not a democracy, it 
makes it a far weaker one. The 
US/Iisrael relationship is also far from 
positive; we were attacked on 9-11 
because of our military support of 
Israel and our unnecessary military 
bases on land that many Muslims 
consider holy. Continuing to support 
them does nothing to make America 
less of a terrorist target. 

The argument that, because a 


ist*a 


policy supplies arms manufacturers 
with a few thousand more jobs 
makes a policy justified: is short 
sighted. Should America have 
spent another three years in 
Vietnam so some weapons manu- 
facturers would have more work? 

Lastly, I must clarify that I was 
aware of Israel's actions against 
terrorists when I composed my arti- 
cle. While they have certainly 
killed terrorists with some of their 
attacks, the claim that Israel's war 
on terror benefits us or anyone else 
for -that matter is incorrect. Their 
attacks against supposed terrorist 
targets are indifferent in regards to 
innocent human life and civilian 
property. Their intrusive settle- 
ments and violent, discriminatory 
treatment of Palestinians is actually 
a detriment to stopping terrorism; 
in fact it serves as one of the best 
recruiting tools religious and polit- 
ical extremists could ask for. When 
a family member or close friend of 
a Palestinian is killed in their apart- 
ment, a hospital or a school, (all 
places that Israeli forces have 
bombed) it is not surprising that 
this leads many to violence. 

I was aware of the form of our 
aid to Israel, the way their govern- 
ment works, and their methods of 
dealing with terrorism when I 
wrote my article. I continue stand 
by everything I said wholeheart- 
edly. 
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Auditions 


Auditions will be held for 
NECC’s production of “The 
Merchant of Venice” by 
William Shakespeare at 6 p.m. 
on Dec.14 in the Chester 
W.Hawrylciw Theater. No 
previous experience is needed. 

Auditions will not be the 
traditional readings instead 
they will be group exercises 
and games. 

For further information on 
the auditions please contact 
Jim Murphy at 
jmurphy @necc.mass.edu; 
(978)-556-3377. or Susan 


Sanders at 
ssanders@necc.mass.edu; 


(978)-556-3374- 


Research paper 
contest 


Students assigned a 
research paper during class in 
the fall semester have a 
chance to win $100 through a 
Research Paper contest. 

The contest is being held 
by the NECC Libraries. The 
last day to submit a paper is 
Monday, Dec.18. 


Does your campus organization 
have something to announce in 
Campus Briefs? Please e-mail 
the relevant information to: 
observer@necc.mass.edu. Be 
sure to include “campus news 
brief” in the subject line. 


With the help of Eagle 
Security, this security log has 
been compiled to inform students 
and staff about the incidents 
requiring assistance from Eagle 
Security on the Haverhill cam- 
pus. This log covers incidents 
between Nov. 16 and Dec. 1. 


Monday, Nov. 16 - A car 
was broken into in lot #5 of 
the C building parking lot, 
11:20 a.m. The student filed a 
report with Haverhill Police. 


Monday, Nov. 30 - A stu- 
dent on crutches fell on the 
stairs in the C building, 8:35 
a.m. 


Tuesday, Dec. 1 - A car 
was broken into in lot #1 at the 
Tech Center, 2 p.m. 


AIDS event raises awareness 


Hopes were high, 
however turnout 
was low 


By MICHELE SIMON 
Correspondent 


HIV/AIDS was the foremost 
issue on Tuesday, Dec. 2, at an event 
intended to raise awareness of the 
pandemic. The event, co-sponsored 
by the Student Engagement Center 
along with Health Quarters, a local 
health care center, took place on the 
21st World Anniversary AIDS Day. 

The number of students who 
attended the event was small consid- 
ering we are currently living with a 
pandemic right now that, according 
to the CDC (Center for Disease 
Control), has infected over 30 million 
people worldwide and continues to 
reach a new victim every 9 and a half 
minutes in the U.S. 

Whatever the reason for the low 
turnout, the important facts and the 
preventative information presented at 
the event could have made a differ- 
ence in helping people protect them- 
selves against sexually transmitted 
diseases. 

“Often times HIV in a minority 
population is the loneliest disease 
that you could face,” said Erika 
Moreno, Latino health manager at 
Health Quarters. “I would say that 85 
to 90 percent of the individuals that I 
work with, they will not tell a soul.” 

According to Moreno, at least 
half of her caseload are Latino and 
the rest primarily African-American. 
African-American females have the 
highest rate of new infections and 
Latinas are second she said. This 
coincides with statistics from the 
CDC that show in 2006 the rate of 
new infections among non-Hispanic 
African Americans was seven times 
the rate among whites, and they also 
accounted for the largest share of 
new infections. New HIV infections 
of hispanics in 2006 were three times 
the rate among whites. 

“What's happening is really all 
about culture,” Moreno said. 

Cultural practices, beliefs and 
taboos are what put African 
American woman, Latinas or even 
males at greater risk for HIV infec- 
tion. 

Moreno also said Latino women 
have an extra difficulty in preventing 
HIV infection. 

“Women often times do not feel 
they have the power to ask their part- 
ner to wear a condom and if they get 
up enough courage to do that often 
times it leads to domestic violence,” 
she said. 

According to Moreno, the cultur- 
al context some minorities live in 
make it difficult for females to com- 
municate. 

“Culturally, talking about homo- 
sexuality or even someone being 
bisexual, it just is something that you 
do not do. That could lead to being 
disowned from your family and 
being considered an outcast from 
society; whether in Latin America or 
here in the States,” she said. 

One of the best ways to combat 
the rate of infections among Latinos, 
African-Americans and other minori- 
ties is communication. Although 
Moreno said this can be difficult. 
One explanation she referred to is 
what is called the machismo that is 
prevalent in particularly Latino cul- 
ture. Machismo, even though it is 
considered a stereotype, is still a cru- 
cial factor in many Latino families. 
This male domination makes women 


fearful and they are not able to pro- 
tect themselves from HIV. 

Fear and the inability to commu- 
nicate with others about HIV and 
AIDS not only complicates the abili- 
ty of people to protect themselves but 
also makes it a lonely and isolating 
disease. Moreno explained this with 
an example of someone that is just 
diagnosed with cancer that every one 
rallies around. 

“You really see the best of people 
during this time. People that perhaps 
you knew you could count on. 
Unfortunately, with HIV that often is 
not the case,” she said. 

Moreno said as part of the guide- 
lines people are told, “You need to be 
careful who you share this informa- 
tion with because it could put you in 
danger or cause more stress or harm 
that is necessary. But when you step 
back and think of that you've just 
given someone news that can tum 
their lives completely upside down 
and we are asking them to hold on to 
that.” 

Even though minorities have the 
highest rate of new infections, a short 
film called “In Our Own Words” 
shown during the presentation said 
AIDS should be everyone's concern. 

“AIDS is everybody's virus. It 
doesn't just pick males, gays, African 
Americans or anyone. We can't put 
people in categories; we have to 
break the stigma and belief that it's 
not us. There is no cure for the virus 
once you have it, it doesn't go away,” 
said the emotional documentary, 
which highlighted the words and 
advice of real people infected by the 


Michele Simon photo 


Ileana Adamez mans the Heath Quarters information 
table on AIDS day, held Dec.2, at NECC. 


virus. 

One of the best ways to prevent 
HIV is to get tested. 

“One in five people do not know 
if they have HIV,” said Ileana 
Adamez, an intern at Health Quarters 
who primarily planned and organized 
the NECC event. 

Another important way to pre- 
vent HIV is to use protection such as 
condoms. 

“Using a condom every time is 
the most important thing you can 
do,” said Michele Chasse, Director of 
development at Health Quarters. 

Health Quarters is a non-profit 
organization has five locations in the 


A College 
that fits 


If you're thinking about a degree 
in business, education, science, 
engineering, or liberal arts, 


consider this: 


e Easy transfer application 
process and generous transfer 


credit approval 


¢ Transfer admission for both fall 
and spring semesters 


¢ Housing available to transfer 


students 


© Cooperative Education and 
internships available 


¢ Financial aid available for 


transfer students 


Merrimack Valley, _—_— including 
Haverhill and Lawrence. They offer 
low cost and free services based on a 
sliding scale. According to Christine 
Carroll, a Health Quarters nurse on 
the panel at the event, their mission is 
to particularly help low to moderate 
income people get the testing and 
help the need. 

Carroll said one of the reasons 
she came to the event was, “To honor 
those who have fought the battle and 
lost. Their names remain a part 
among the many. They are not name- 
less souls. They are men women and 
children that brought a tapestry in life 
that encircled our souls.” 


Contact John in 
mclaughlinj@merrimack.edu. 


www.merrimack.edu 


admissionfamerrimack.edu 


¢ Transfer scholarships available to 
eligible students ranging from 


$5,000-$15,000 


978-837-5100 


"Merrimack College 


NORTH ANDOVER, 


MA 


NECC Observer Dec.9,2009 Page7 


Sh TE RS AL de OP ee 
National News 


Campiled by the Observer staff from 
AP wire reports 
‘ee a 


US plan to round up wild 
horses draws opposition 


SPARKS, Nev. - One of the 
most stirring symbols of the 
American West, mustangs thun- 
dering freely across the range, 
could be heading east. 

The government wants to 
carry out what is believed to be 
the biggest-ever roundup of wild 
horses on federal land, moving as 
many as 25,000 mustangs and 
burros to pastures in the Midwest 
and East out of fear their fast- 
multiplying numbers will lead to 
mass starvation. 

The plan is facing heated 
opposition from advocates, 
including celebrities Sheryl Crow, 
Bill Maher and Ed Harris, who 
contend the proposal is inhumane 
and unnecessary. They say the sit- 
uation is not as dire as the govern- 
ment has painted it. 

"The Obama administration 
must craft a new policy that pro- 
stects these animals and upholds 
the will of Congress and the pub- 
lic's desire to preserve this impor- 
tant part of our national heritage," 
said William Spriggs, lawyer for 
the group In Defense of Animals. 

At a daylong public hearing 
Monday in a hotel-casino near 
Reno, a federal advisory panel 
heard impassioned pleas from two 
dozen advocates who oppose 
Interior Secretary Ken Salazar's 
relocation plan. They want a 
moratorium on roundups until an 
independent count of horses can 
be conducted. 

The U.S. Bureau of Land 
Management's National Horse 
and Burro Advisory Board 
adjourned late Monday without 
taking any formal action. But at 
least two members of the nine- 
member board, Gary Zakotnik 
and Vern Dooley, said after the 
meeting they support Salazar's 
proposal. 


EPA says greenhouse 
gases endanger 
human health 


WASHINGTON -_ The 
Environmental Protection Agency 
took a major step Monday toward 
regulating greenhouses gases, 
concluding that climate changing 
pollution threatens the public 
health and the environment. 

The announcement came as 
the Obama administration looked 
to boost its arguments at an inter- 
national climate conference that 
the United States is aggressively 
taking actions to combat global 
warming, even though Congress 
has yet to act on climate legisla- 
tion. The conference opened 
Monday in Copenhagen. 

The EPA said that the scientif- 
ic evidence surrounding climate 
change clearly shows that green- 
house gases "threaten the public 
health and welfare of the 
American people" and that the 
pollutants, mainly carbon dioxide 
from burning fossil fuels, should 
be regulated under the Clean Air 
Act. 


— College acknowledges 
recent car thefts 


Incidents of vehicle 
breaking and entering 


continue in lots 


By JULIE VARNEY 
Editor-in-Chief 


The college said they have taken 
action to help prevent further car 
thefts on campus, while at the same 
time acknowledging that the problem 
is not one they can deal with on their 
own. 

“The college perspective is that it 
isn’t a Haverhill campus issue, but a 
Merrimack Valley regional issue,” 
said Sue Wolfe, vice president of 
administration and finance. 

Wolfe is referring to the fact that 
incidences of cars being stolen, par- 
ticularly for parts, is on the rise in 
Haverhill and surrounding communi- 
ties. 

“Unfortunately we were a part of 
that, and we were looking to the local 
police departments to take care of it,” 


Wolfe said. “Clearly it was beyond 
the college.” 

At the same time, Wolfe said 
there were steps the college took to 
help make the parking lots safer. 

“Acknowledging that there have 
been recent thefts on campus lately, 
we wanted to take actions that we 
could to better secure the lots, espe- 
cially by Spurk lot,” she said. 

The Spurk, or C building, park- 
ing lot is where the majority of the 
recent car thefts have taken place. 

“We have reallocated security 
personnel to have someone in Spurk 
lot all morning dedicated to making 
sure the lot was secure,” Wolfe said. 

Police agree this is an effective 
step the college can take. 

“Increased security and police 
presence is always a good thing,” 
Sgt. Robert Pistone of the Haverhill 
Police Department said. 

Meanwhile, two incidents of 
breaking and entering of vehicles 
occurred on campus in recent weeks. 

On Monday, Nov. 16, a student 
reported to campus security his car 
was broken into at approximately 


11:20 a.m. in lot #5 of the C building 
parking lot. 

Another breaking and entering 
was reported on Tuesday, Dec. 1. 

In this incident a man parked his 
1992 blue Eagle Talon in the Tech 
Center parking lot between 9 a.m. 
and 2 p.m. on Dec. 1, according to 
Haverhill Police. 

The victim told police when he 
returned to his vehicle at 2 p.m. he 
observed the driver’s side door pried 
open and damaged. 

No items were reported stolen 
from inside the vehicle, police said. 

The incident was reported to the 
Haverhill Police Department at 2:22 
p.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 1. 

According to Haverhill Police, 
there were two incidents of breaking 
and entering of a vehicle at NECC 
reported on Dec. 1, although it is 
unclear if the two incidents are relat- 
ed. 

One day after the most recent 
incident, on Wednesday, Dec. 2, 
Observer reporters observed a 
Haverhill Police car patrolling the 
Tech Center parking lot. 


Grads must work hard 


ALLENTOWN, Pa. - College 
students graduating in December and 
May are likely to be the first in a gen- 
eration to enter a job market featuring 
double-digit unemployment. That has 
colleges and universities across 
America scrambling this fall to 
revamp their career-placement offer- 
ings to help new grads land jobs. 

Autumn is one of the crucial 
recruiting seasons, especially for stu- 
dents who want to find employment 
at Fortune 500 companies. 

But the outlook for coming col- 
lege graduates is decidedly grim. On 
top of a 22 percent decline in college- 
grad hiring last year, employers 
expect to chop those entry-level hires 
by an additional 7 percent this year, 
according to the National Association 
of Colleges and Employers. 

"What we're seeing is they're 
really being cautious," said NACE 
spokeswoman Andrea Koncz. 

That dismal hiring forecast is 
even worse than hiring plans follow- 
ing the 9/11 terrorist attacks, when 
hiring came to a virtual standstill. 
Average starting salaries for 2009 
grads dropped 1.2 percent from the 
year before, to $48,633. 

Those facts are why career coun- 
selors across the Lehigh Valley have 
worked to shift the mind-set of soon- 
to-be grads entering the work force. 
The basic message: You'll have to 
bust your butt to land a job in this 
lousy job market. 

"What students did years ago isn't 
enough today," said Amy Saul, direc- 
tor of career development at 
Moravian College in Bethlehem, Pa. 
For example, today's students are 
encouraged not only to participate in 
an internship program, but in two or 
three to boost their chances of being 
hired. 

"Competition is much more 
fierce than it has been in the past for 
entry-level candidates," she said. 

And the tough economy has cre- 
ated a distressing paradox. Just as 
students most need career-placement 
services, many colleges are cutting 
budgets in their career centers as part 
of their own belt-tightening. 

About 55 percent of college 
career centers nationwide are cutting 


their 2009-10 spending plans, accord- 
ing to preliminary results of a survey 
being conducted by NACE. Lehigh 
Valley college career centers haven't 
made sharp cuts, but some are run- 
ning leaner. 

Worse yet, career-services 
departments are now catering to more 
than just current students. Recent 
grads who haven't found work or 
were laid off are returning for help. In 
fact, some alumni are returning 
decades after graduation to use job- 
placement services. 

For Kate Hunter, director of 
career services and internships at 
DeSales University, that meant she 
had to brush up on techniques to help 
people land mid-career jobs. 
"Sometimes, we're combing through 
20 years of experience on an old 
resume to find skills that are trans- 
ferrable to the current job market," 
Hunter said. 

To cope with the bad job market , 
unemployment is 9.8 percent nation- 
ally, local colleges are launching new 
programs, revamping old ones and 
tapping alumni for help. 

At Lehigh University in 
Bethlehem, job postings dropped off 
a cliff in the spring. The career center 
started e-mailing alumni who might 
help. That doesn't sound extraordi- 
nary, except that for the first time it e- 
mailed every single living alumnus it 
had an address for an estimated 
10,000, said Donna Goldfeder, direc- 
tor of career services. Goldfeder cor- 
responded personally with every 
alum who offered a job lead. The 
result? Some 300 job opportunities 
for Lehigh grads, she said. 

"We broadened our net with 
employer outreach too, but to be hon- 
est, that didn't have nearly the effect 
of reaching out to the alums did," 
Goldfeder said. By the spring semes- 
ter, the career center plans to have a 
new online database to help students 
contact alumni directly. 

While new efforts and programs 
are more newsworthy, many colleges 
are re-emphasizing tried-and-true 
job-search techniques: writing 
resumes and cover letters, making 
contacts and developing a firm hand- 
shake. 


“It's career 101,” 
Goldfeder said. 

Using such high-tech resources 
as LinkedIn and online job postings 
are important, but they don't replace 
old-fashioned face-to-face network- 
ing, career counselors say. That has 
college students throughout the 
Valley practicing their elevator pitch- 
es , describing their value in the time 
it takes to ride an elevator. 

Muhlenberg even hosts “speed 
networking” events to practice those 
30-second spiels, followed by an 
alumni networking reception where 
they use those networking skills for 
real. 

“It's not about going online and 
looking for jobs anymore,” said 
Hunter of DeSales. “It's about getting 
your face out there and getting your 
resume into the right hands. It's going 
to take a lot more legwork.” 

While some strategies can be 
taught in groups, there is increased 
demand for individualized advice, 
counselors say. Lehigh University 
dramatically expanded the number of 
hours it offered for one-on-one career 
counseling, Goldfeder said. 

Sometimes, part of that counsel- 
ing is adjusting expectations. The 
reality: Some students might not get 
the ideal job in the ideal location right 
now. “We're telling them there are 
opportunities out there, but you might 
have to reshape what you're think- 
ing,” Saul said. 

With the rough job market, 
Muhlenberg has seen an increase in 
student interest for non-traditional 
jobs, such as the Peace Corps and 
Teach for America. And, of course, a 
dearth of jobs always makes graduate 
school more attractive. 

For those with time before gradu- 
ation, internships are among the best 
foot-in-the-door tactics to land work. 
In 2009, 23 percent of students who 
interned had a job in hand at gradua- 
tion. For those without internship 
experience, just 14 percent left col- 
lege with a signed-sealed-and-deliv- 
ered job, according to NACE. 

But in 2009, employers cut col- 
lege internship positions by 21 per- 
cent, NACE says. 


searching 


.| weapons as a precaution. 


World News 


Campiled by the Observer staff from 
AP wire reports 
{GS ied RAL eee 
Chavez: Venezuela acquires 
thousands of missiles 


CARACAS, Venezuela - 
President Hugo Chavez said 
Monday that Venezuela has 
received thousands of Russian- 
made missiles and rocket launch- 
ers as part of his government's mil- 
itary preparations for a possible 
armed conflict with neighboring 
Colombia. 

"They are preparing a war 
against us," Chavez said during a 
televised address, repeating a 
charge he has been making for 
months. "Preparing is one of the 
best ways to neutralize it." 

Both Colombia and 
Washington deny having any plans 
to attack Venezuela, but Chavez 
argues they are plotting together a 
military offensive against 
Venezuela. Chavez says his gov- 
emment is acquiring more 


"Thousands of missiles are 
arriving," Chavez said. The former 
paratrooper-turned-president did 
not specify what type of missiles, 
but said Venezuela's growing arse- 
nal includes Russian-made Igla-1S 
surface-to-air missiles and rocket- 


propelled grenades. 
Chavez, who has been feuding 


with Colombia for months, claims 
an agreement between Bogota and 
Washington allowing the U.S. mil- 
itary to increase its presence at 
seven Colombian military bases 
poses a threat to his country. 
Colombia says the deal is only to 
help it fight the war on drugs and 
insurgents inside its territory. 
Chavez also said Monday that 
Russian tanks, including T-72s, 
will be arriving "to strengthen our 
armored divisions." 


lran student protests 
bring out thousands 


TEHRAN, Iran - Tens of thou- 
sands of students, many shouting 
"Death to the Dictator!" and burn- 
ing pictures of Iran's supreme 
leader, took to the streets on more 
than a dozen campuses Monday in 
the biggest anti-government 
protests in months. 

Riot police and pro-govern- 
ment Basij militiamen on fleets of 
motorcycles flooded Tehran's 
main thoroughfares, beating men 
and women with clubs as crowds 
of demonstrators hurled bricks 
and stones. Some protesters set 
tires and garbage cans ablaze. 

"Death to the oppressor, 
whether it's the shah or the 
leader!" the students chanted, 
according to witnesses — making 
a daring comparison between 
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei and the pro-U.S. shah, 
despised in Iran since his oyer- 
throw in the 1979 Islamic 
Revolution. 

The protests reflected how 
university students, the driving 
force of the 1979 Islamic 
Revolution, have revitalized the 
anti-government movement even 
as mainstream opposition politi- 
cians struggle to dent the power of 
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad 
and Iran's clerical leadership. 
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Events 
Calendar 


* The contemporary 
affairs will meet from 12 - 1 
p.m. The topic for discus- 
Sion this week will be the 
economy. Economics 
Professor Trisha Machado 
ill be a guest speaker. 
or more information con- 
act Club President Joe 
Donion at donlon- 
oseph @comast.net. 


ai FRIDAY 


* The Top’ Notch 
Players present their annu- 
al production of “A 
hristmas Carol” at 7 p.m. 
n the Hawrylciw Theater 
pn the third floor of the 
Spurk building. 


bi The Amnesty 
nternational film series 
and SDS will present 


Food For Thought” at 
oon in room C-110. For 
ore information regard- 
ng the event contact 
Professors Andrew Morse 
978-556-3316 or Stephen 
Slaner 978-556-3528. 


ft2 SATURDAY 


* The Top Notch Players 
present their annual produc- 
ion of “A Christmas Carol” at 
B and 7 p.m. in the Hawrylciw 
heater on the third floor of 
he Spurk building. 


13 SUNDAY 


* The Top Notch Players 
present their annual produc- 
ion of “A Christmas Carol” at 

p.m. in the Hawrylciw 
heater on the third floor of 
he Spurk building. 


a5 TUESDAY 


* A Jazz/Rock concert 
ill be held at 6:30 p.m. in 
echnology Center room 
02. 


Observer what 
vour club, team or office 
Please e-mail the 


information to 


know 


ing. 


ri@necc.mass.edu. 
lude “calendar” in 


Dec. 9, 2009 


Student diversity at 


NECC has a unique 
and wide-ranging 
group of students 


By JAMIE-LEE RODRIGUEZ 
Campus Life Editor 
: +i At col- 
leges and uni- 
versities all 
around the 
U.S. diversity 
is key. When 
you walk 
around the 
NECC campus 
you are sure to 
find many people from different 
ethnic, social, and cultural back- 
grounds, this brings more of a com- 
fortable feel to the campus commu- 
nity. It allows the students to be 
themselves, regardless of their 
background. 

“When I went to UNH Durham 
in 1976, there were 10,000 stu- 
dents, and out of those 10,000, I 
would say 15-20 were black or 
Hispanic, and all were athletes. 
There were a couple of foreign 
exchange students but not many,” 


said NECC student Bob Horan. 

Many things have changed 
since the age of racial segregation 
in the school system. As Bob Horan 
said, in the past most black or 
Hispanic men and women who 
were accepted into higher educa- 
tional programs were athletes. They 
would have to contribute something 
to the college/university to make up 
for them being the minority. 

You look around NECC you see 


or by contributions and dedication 
to sports and student run clubs. 

“I feel it is important for a col- 
lege to be diverse because we (stu- 
dents) need to be able to see what 
others like and what they experi- 
ence in life. Everyone from every- 
where has a story and it should be 
told,” said Kerry Whalen a student 
at NECC. 

The NAACP would be proud 
today to see what a different socie- 


“NECC is like a melting pot of all different races and 
cultures. I feel it is very refreshing to be in such a 


diverse environment.” 


— Bob Horan 


something different. You see 
change, and hope that was once a 
segregated and hateful society. At 
NECC the majority of students are 
Hispanic, followed by Caucasian, 
and African American. These stu- 
dents bring a lot to the NECC com- 
munity, whether it’s by winning 
awards in academic programs, par- 
ticipating in writing organizations, 


ty we have turned out to be. 
Although we have seen in the 
media that racial issues are still 
being dealt with in the educational 
system with, the story of the “Jena 
Six” in Louisiana. As a nation we 
have risen up to overcome hate and 
anger. 

The biggest culturally diverse 
change we have seen in our govern- 


NECC 


ment was the election of President 
Obama. This brings a whole new 
meaning to the term cultural diver- 
sity. It shows that anyone can suc- 
ceed no matter where they come 
from. 

Even though NECC is a very 
small community college, we have 
come very far with our widely 
mixed population of students. 

“NECC is like a melting pot of 
all different races, and cultures. I 
feel it is very refreshing to be in 
such a diverse environment,” Horan 
said. 

As you walk down the halls of 
NECC you are sure to hear different 
music coming .from the earphones 
of your peers and even at the NECC 
Observer, you are sure to read vari- 
ous articles which are written by 
people with different opinions, and 
of various ethnic groups. 

Personally I feel as though this 
brings something unique to our 
school. What would be exciting in a 
world that was just black and white, 
lacking any variation. Nothing 
would be interesting about it, which 
is why our community is the richest 
of all, filled with different colors 
and hope for a better tomorrow. 


Students are starving 


Outrageous prices 
drive students to do 


the unthinkable 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
News Editor 


j NECC 

students 
are becom- 
= ing hungri- 
er with the 
passing 
days due 
to the age- 
old enemy, 
money or 


lack of. 


The major contributing factor 
to the NECC student's hunger is the 
outrageous food prices. College 
students don't get paid much more 
than minimum wage and already 
are under mountains of debt. They 
should not have to dig into their 
shallow pockets due to food prices 
of all things. 

At NECC, cold cut sandwiches 
and chicken fingers are both nearly 
$5. Carrot sticks with dressing and 
a slice of pizza are both $1.95. 

The prices for beverages at the 
vending machines vary from $1.35 
to $2.25, which doesn't seem like a 
lot. However, if a student buys a 
few drinks per day the weekly total 
can be upwards from $20 

“That's where of my 
money goes,” said Sarah Melanson 
an NECC student. 

For instance, the college could 
make the food so cheap it is almost 
free 

However, the possibility of that 
happening is quite slim because 


most 


Corporate Chefs is the only food 
service provider at NECC. 

“I'm willing to look at 
Corporate Chefs and ask them 
about their variety and how to 
lower their prices.” said Sue 
Wolfe, vice president of 
Administration and Finance at 
NECC. 

Then there is the solution obvi- 
ous to students, become a afford- 
able diner. This does not mean bar- 
gaining with the vending machine. 
Students can start hunting like a 
caveman for the best deals. 

The Sport and Fitness Center is 
the cheapest place on to eat on cam- 
pus and is independently run. Sure 
the experience of walking into the 
crowded rec hall center maybe 
intimidating at first but everyone is 
pretty friendly. 

This is the holy haven of 
SnacksVille! Chips, cookies, 
bananas and crackers are only 50 
cents apiece. They also have ice 
cream for $1, which is creamier and 
significantly richer tasting than the 
sickening stale tasting frozen dairy 
products the vending machines 
offer. 

The Sports and Fitness Center 
also has Ramen for 75 cents and 
Easy Mac for $1. They even have 
meal deals on select days; some- 
times you can get a $1 hot dog. 
Sure, your blood is going to turn 
into crystallized salt eventually but 
money is the deciding factor in this. 

The bookstore is barren from 
college students who don't want to 
buy books ever again, but the selec- 
tion of food they have is amazing. 
They offer a variety of smooth, 
melt in your mouth fudge laden 
chocolate bars, along with a whole 
wall of Ritz and animal crackers, 


Chantel McGovern photo 


Who would pay $4.95 for an egg salad sandwich? 


gummy worms and chips many of 
which are only $1.09, some even 
less. 

One pitfall everyone should 
avoid when buying food on campus 
are the vending machines. The food 
there is marked up significantly 
higher from the retail price. Not 
even to mention that the vending 
machines only sell the basic 
Hostess and Lay's products. 

Do not buy the coffee or hot 
chocolate from the vending 
machines, either! Any claim that it 
is a great deal is a complete lie. The 


liquid is slimy and tasteless, a total 
waste of your money 

Plus, is it really worth buying 
something that will induce projec- 
tile puking in the hallways? 

The best bet for buying hot 
chocolate or coffee is to hit the 
cafeterias, Sure the price is higher 
but the product is of much higher 
quality and won't make you sick. 

Until the prices start getting 
better, let out your inner kindergart- 
ner and start bringing your lunches 
from home. 
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Arts & Entertainment 


Lambert’s risqué performance 


Public displays of 
affection prompts 
AMA controversy 


By NICOLE SCOPA 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


Tene 
American 
Music 
Awards 
(AMA’s) 
_ aired Nov. 
22, and just 
like every 
oot hoe r 
awards 
show: it had way too many commer- 
cials, the wrong people winning 
awards, and, of course, a bunch of 
great performances. 

However, out of all the perform- 
ances that show had that night, one 
got the most recognition, and not for 
the best of reasons either. That was 
American Idol’s most recent runner- 
up, Adam Lambert. He ended the 
show that night with his top song, 
“For your entertainment” from his 
new album of the same title, which 
was released Nov. 23. 

First, I’m a total Adam Lambert 
fan. I have been ever since I saw his 
audition for “American Idol.” 
Therefore, I was really excited to 
see his performance on the AMA’s. 

Being totally honest, his voice 
was off that night compared to his 
“American Idol” performances, but 
his performance in general made up 
for it, at least in my opinion. 
However, there were some racy 
parts that tured many people off. 
There’s no need to mention all of 


By ERIKA GIRARD 
Correspondent 


“New Moon” is raking it in at 
the box office, currently reaching 
$42.1 million thanks to its prede- 
cessor, “Twilight,” that raked in 
$350 million, and, though the fans 


_ will approve, everyone else might 


be a little bit bored. 
The film certainly drags us 


through the pit of emo teenage 


depression and uncertainty, cast- 
ing Bella (Kristen Stewart) and 
Edward (Robert Pattinson) in a 
new light. Bella goes back in forth 
between a vampire and a wolf and 
between love and rejection in this 
one, where, not once, but twice, 


both dream boys leave her 
| speechless. 
Jacob (Taylor Lautner) 


encounters the troubles of man- 
hood when he suddenly trans- 
forms into a werewolf after an 
awkward date with Bella. His 
mood swings are somehow worse 
than hers and his worst fear is 
transforming unwillingly and 
accidentally mauling her. Bella 
doesn’t ever really indulge in his 
washboard abs or perfect tan, 
especially since every time he 
tries to kiss her, the phone rings 
or some other thing comes up. 
Jacob swears to protect her 
from the “filthy bloodsuckers”, 


_ but what he doesn’t know ends up 


hurting him. Her longing for 
sparkling skin and eternal blood 
slurping is even stronger than it 


them, but the one that got the gar- 
nered the most attention was the 
male-on-male kiss he shared with 
the keyboard player. 

The kiss, along with the other 
sexual actions, was not rehearsed; 
Lambert says it was “in the 
moment” and that he wasn’t trying 
to be sneaky, it just happened. I can 
see how that would happen in the 
heat of the moment, because when 

_ you get an adrenaline rush from per- 
forming live on stage to such a sex- 
ual song, some things may happen 
that no one would expect, just like 
that night. Lambert believes there is 
a double standard when it comes to 
the entertainment community. 

“I feel like women performers 
have been pushing the envelope sex- 
ually for the past 20 years and all of 
a sudden a male does it and every- 
body goes, ‘oh we can’t show that 
on TV’ and to me that’s a form of 
discrimination and it’s a double 
standard and that’s too bad,” 
Lambert said in an interview shown 
on CNN’s Web site. 

I totally agree with him there. 
All of you should remember the kiss 
that Madonna and Britney Spears 
shared at the Video Music Awards 
(VMA's) back in 2003. I was only 
13-years-old back then, so I don’t 
remember much, but what I can say 
is that what happened between those 
two didn’t get nearly as much com- 
plaints as Lambert’s did, and it’s not 
fair. If two women can kiss and 
there is no problem, why can’t a guy 
do the same with another guy? I 
believe it’s because you rarely ever 
see that happening with males. Just 
because it doesn’t happen doesn’t 
mean it’s wrong. 

A lot of people are going to dis- 
agree with me on this, but I loved 


was in the first film and she stops 
-at nothing to have it, including 
catching a plan to Italy to track 
down Edward and save his... life? 

Edward assumes Bella is dead 
after a faulty premonition and a 
phone call that only Jacob heard 
who relayed the information that 
her dad was planning a funeral. 
Might have been helpful if he 
mentioned it wasn’t hers! Because 
of this, Edward rushes to the 
Volturi in Italy and plans to cause 
a scene so that they will kill him. 
Ahh, just like Romeo and Juliet. 

Bella dramatically darts 
through a sea of red-hooded 
Italians celebrating the death of 
all vampires and pushes Edward 
into the dark just in the nick of 
time. She is confronted at the 
Volturi (where a grown-up Dakota 
Fanning makes an appearance as 
the red-eyed vampire, Jane) after 
Edward gets the crap beaten out 
of him and is told she better be a 
vampire the next time they see 
her. 

Oh, but it doesn’t end there. 
There is still another half an hour 
or so of wolf on vampire action 
and proclamations of undying 
love to see. The ending promises 
that the two of them will finally 
get on with it in the third film, 
“Eclipse,” due to come out in 
2010. 

Overall, the soundtrack was 
effective, the acting was good, the 
action was a bit a less than 
expected, and the emotions were 


his performance. I saw nothing 
wrong with it; I wasn’t disgusted by 
his actions. Lambert is a classy guy, 
when he does things he does them in 
a sexual way not a raunchy disturb- 
ing way. Many will think I’m say- 
ing nothing but good things because 
I love him, but that’s not why. 
There’s nothing wrong with a male 
expressing himself; even if he is gay 
who cares? 

In result of his ‘risqué’ perform- 
ance, Lambert has had shows cancel 
on him such as his appearance on 
“Jimmy Kimmel Live!” and on its 
New Year’s Eve show. Not only 
that but Good Morning America 
also cancelled an interview on him 
and replaced him with Chris Brown. 
Yeah, like I’d definitely want to see 
an abusive boyfriend on TV than a 
guy who kissed a guy; not. 

It’s insane how much heat 
Lambert is getting from one per- 
formance. What do you expect, 
though? You have someone per- 
forming a song as sexual as “For 
Your Entertainment” and expect it 
not to be entertaining? The whole 
purpose is to entertain, and it’s too 
bad that many weren’t. 

On “The Early Show” on CBS, 
Lambert sat down and talked with 
Maggie Rodriguez. She mentioned 
how people take an issue with the 
fact that it was shown on network 
television, meaning many families 
were watching it. Lambert didn’t 
think children were going to be 
watching since it was almost 11 
o’clock at night, and kids should be 
in bed way before then. 

“I think it’s up to a parent to 
watch the television, it was almost 
11 o’clock at night. If they’re con- 
cerned with certain material, maybe 
TiVo it and preview it before your 


The new moon rises 


Photo courtesy of Summit Entertainment 


The “Twilight” saga contin- 
ues as “New Moon” thrives 
in the theaters. ; 

everywhere. If you liked the first 


you, you'll definitely like this 
one. 


small child is watching it,” Lambert 
said. 

“I’m not a baby-sitter I’m a per- 
former,” he added. 

When Rodriguez asked if he 
thinks he’s getting all of these nega- 
tive comments because he’s male or 
because he’s gay, Lambert saw it as 
both. 

“T think it’s a double whammy. I 
think it’s because I’m a gay male, 
and | think that people haven’t seen 
that before,” he said. 

It’s a shame that so many people 
are giving him nothing but rude 
comments, and it’s also a shame that 
people don’t see the decency of this 
man. He’s an amazing performer 


Photo courtesy of abe.com 
Adam Lambert sparks controversy with his male-on- 
male kiss at the AMA’s. 


with,a talent that can’t be stolen. 

Also, what people need to real- 
ize is, he is not strictly a sexual man. 
His other songs like “Time for 
Miracles” and “Whataya Want from 
Me” are very deep and meaningful. 
Therefore, no one should judge him 
by that one performance, and if they 
do, tough for them. They should 
learn how to love real entertain- 
ment. 

This performance made me love 
Lambert even more, and there’s no 
possible way that he could disap- 
point me now. However, for the 
others, they obviously didn’t think 
Lambert was there for their enter- 
tainment. 


Every Time I Die 


By MYKE KNaAppP 
Correspondent 


“New Junk Aesthetic”, Every 
Time I Die’s fifth studio album, 
is a cut above the rest. Their 
unique twist on southern metal, 
with its sludge riffs and single 
pedal brutality, give a whole new 
life to the scene. Qe, 

Front man 
Keith Buckley 
tears through his 
vocal cords to 
spin tales of real¥ 
life discord, far~ - 
outside the, 
norms of today, 
the sappy love 
songs and revo- “4 
lutionary battle@ 
hymns. Jordan EY, 
and Andy, the 
dual guitarists) 
of the band, pull at 
strongly from, 
their last album, 
“The Big Dirty”, but wate a twist 
in the vein of their second full- 
length, “Hot Damn!”. 

Songs like “White Smoke” 


and “For The Record” have seri- 


ous pit potential, with their huge 
driving riffs and epic break- 
downs. Other songs, like “The 
Marvelous Slut” and “After One 
Quarter Of A Revolution” have 
roots in old school thrash metal. 
“Wanderlust”, with lines like 
“Can’t tell collapse that it needs 
to slow down. Can’t tell death 
that it shouldn’t come around. 


And when they take my head and 
put it on a stake, I know that guilt 
and disgrace keep the dead man 
awake.”, the song stands out as 
the lonely man anthem, and this 
CD’s number one stand out track. 
Keith’s lyrics my look like the 
confused writings of a man apart, 
but, when sung out loud, make 

all the sense in 
i world, 


WY. back to a time 
~.when it was an 
Si experience, not 
SV just noise for 
profit. The basic 
CD has eleven 


tracks, but the 
deluxe edition 
_ contains two 


, bonus tracks, as 
well as “Party 


| Pooper,” part 
—two of their 
series. 


Then there is the 

s =s¥album art itself. 
Each track has a corresponding 
hand drawn illustration done by 
Jordan Buckley, Keith’s brother 
and guitarist. The album is the 
best metal album of the year, and 
everyone who likes metal should 
check it out. For info on the 
band, check out 
www.myspace.com/everytimei- 
die, and for Jordan’s artwork, 
check out his website at 
www.Jordanbuckleymadethis:co 
m. The album gets a _ well 
deserved 9/10. 
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Donny dances his o the top 


Osmond proves age 
is just a number by 
winning it all 


By NICOLE SCOPA 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


Season nine of “Dancing with 
the Stars” wrapped up on Nov. 
24th when one lucky person took 
home the gold, or in this case the 
mirror ball trophy. That star was 
Donny Osmond and his partner 
Kym Johnson. I was so surprised 
that America actually voted for the 
better person unlike other seasons. 
It was definitely a happy way to 
end the season. 

In the end it was between 
Osmond, Mya and_ Kelly 
Osbourne. Everyone assumed 
Mya would win because she con- 
tinually ranked highly on the 
leaderboards every time she 
danced. She could never do any 
wrong. Osbourne may not have 
been the best but the biggest thing 
for her is she went from a wild 
rocker to an actual lady, and | think 
dancing was the best thing that’s 
happened to her. 

Osmond was my favorite. I 
know before I said how Louie Vito 
should win, but it was clear that he 
didn’t have the talent to pull him 
through all the way to the finals. It 
was upsetting to see him go, but 
also quite expected. From that 


‘A Christmas Carol’ 
is a family affair 


Professor 8 children 
Join cast of NECCS 
annual production 


By JULIE VARNEY 
Editor-in-Chief 


point on Osmond became my new 
favorite and I was hoping he’d 
win. 

Yes, Osmond has been a per- 
former for basically all his life, but 
it didn’t have to do with ball room 
dancing. Plus he didn’t seem con- 
ceited and act like he had it in the 
bag; he was very shocked when he 
won. Let’s face it, he deserved it. 

His lifesaver, however, was his 
devoted fanbase. All the people 
that were calling, texting, and vot- 
ing online for him to keep moving 
on is what put him in the winner’s 
seat. 

The week before the finals, 
Osmond and Johnson danced the 
tango. During the dance there was 
a wardrobe malfunction with 
Johnson’s dress which caused 
Osmond to stumble big time leav- 
ing him to receive three seven’s 
from the judge, giving him a 21 for 
that dance. Compared to other 
dances he’s done, the tango was 
considered terrible for him. 
However, he turned the tables once 
he danced the following two 
dances, the samba and the jitter- 
bug; both of which got him much 
higher scores. Even so, with the 
tango under his belt, Osmond was 
worried that he wouldn’t make it to 
the finals, and I was worried too. 

That is when the lovely view- 
ers at home kept voting for him 
and brought him to the finals; what 
arelief. Finale night was the night 
where it all came down to. Let me 
tell you, Osmond’s freestyle was 


one word: spectacular. He really 
gave it his all and it showed. Not 
to mention, he scored his first per- 
fect 30 from that dance so it really 
was perfect. 

Who thought Osmond had it in 
him? This is a 51-year-old guy 
competing with two girls who 
could be his daughters for the 
final. It just goes to show that age 
is just a number, and in his case, 


that’s exactly what it is. You 
would never know how old 
Osmond is either. When he’s 


dancing on the stage, it’s like he’s 
a teenager again, and his looks are 
also very deceiving. I’d believe he 
found the fountain of youth; he 
looks so good for his age. 

Osmond won this competition 
for many reasons. Not only was he 
a great dancer, but he also had 
many more characteristics. He had 
amazing charisma, he really con- 
nected with the audience and every 
performance he did was done with 
this attitude that was so uplifting. 
I'll watch clips from his dances 
online still and always just instant- 
ly smile. He really knows how to 
put a smile on peoples face. That’s 
what you call a performer and an 
entertainer. 

So all in all, the hard work that 
Osmond and his partner Johnson 
put into their performances every 
week payed off leaving Osmond a 
very happy man. Osmond 
describes “Dancing with the Stars” 
as an “emotional roller coaster 
ride” for him. 


“My partner Kym Johnson is 
so amazing. Of all the things I’ve 
done in my career, this is right up 
there,” Osmond told People 


Magazine. 
Overall, this was my favorite 
season of “Dancing with 


the 


Photo courtesy of abc.com 
Donny Osmond shows his enthusiasm after winning 
the ninth season of “Dancing with the Stars.” 


Stars.” I’m so glad that we can 

have a show where the most 

deserving person actually wins.’ 
As for Osmond, I’m sure he will 

keep it up with his entertaining 

years from now; he will never be 

an old story. Go Donny go! 


The Gunning-Luddy household has 
been buzzing lately with "God bless us, 
God bless everyone." That is because 
three of Philosophy Professor Meredith 
Gunning’s children - Morgan Gunning, 
8; Rory Luddy, 10; and Rachael 
Gunning, 12 - are appearing in this 
year’s production of “A Christmas 
Carol” at NECC. 

Rachael is the veteran actor of the 
bunch. This is her fourth year appear- 
ing in the play. Rachael plays Martha, 
the Cratchits’ daughter. This is a part 
she knows well, she played it two years 
ago. This helped to speed up her 
rehearsal process this year. 

“T looked at the script to refresh my 
memory and it’s still the same,” 
Rachael said. 

Morgan, on the other hand, had to 
learn one of the play’s key lines. As 
Tiny Tim, she has to deliver the oft- 
repeated, “God bless us everyone.” 

She also recognizes the importance of her 
role. 

“Without me, Scrooge wouldn’t be so con- 
vinced about Christmas,” she said. 

Rory decided to try out for the play after his 
mother told him about it. 

“| thought it would be fun,” he said. 

He said the Muppets version of “A 
Christmas Carol” that he has at home helped to 


Thinking about 


transferring? Sela at 
ass Lowe 


makes it easy! 


UMass Lowell can help you 
make your transfer decision 
in three easy steps. 


1. Find Course Requirements: Go to www.uml.edu/ 
RequirementsbyMajor to see what courses are required 
for the degree you want 


2. Check Your Credits: Go to www.uml.edu/transferdictionary 
and get an idea of what credits will transfer into UMass Lowell 
There are 300,000 courses from 1,000 schools 


3. Apply: Go to www.uml.edu/applyonline and submit your 
application today! 


Julie Varney photo 
Rory Luddy, Rachael and Morgan Gunning 
will appear in together “A Christmas Carol.” 


“It’s always a lot of fun to meet new people 


and see old friends,” she said. 

All three of the children say that want to 
continue acting in the play in the future. 

Morgan has her eyes set on a bigger role in 
the future, the one currently played by her sister 
Rachael. 

“I want to keep doing it. Maybe next year 
I'll get to be Martha,” she said. 

As for Rachael, she has her sights set even 
higher. / 


For additional information on transferring to UMass Lowell, 
go to www.uml.edu/transfer or contact a transfer counselor 
at transfer@uml.edu or call 978-934-3931 


Da University of 
Massachusetts | 


UMASS | owel! | 


inspire his performance. “I want to do it (act) fessionally i 
=e professionally if I can. 
__Rachael agrees that the experience of being jy, probably a long-shot but I’m going to try,” | 
in the play is an enjoyable one. chveatt L be. 
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These are few of my favorite things 


Things that have 
helped me to get by 
at NECC 


By PATRICIA SMITH 
Features Editor 


Do you ever feel like you have 
way too much work to do? Do you 
feel stressed out because it’s your 
first semester at NECC and you don’t 
know how to handle it all? Fear not. I 
have been there and survived to tell 
the tale. I have like two courses left 
and because of that am transferring 
during the spring time to one of the 
many colleges that I am currently 
interested in. I can’t reveal much, but 
lets just say that I am feeling really 
froggy. I ain’t a lion?... or am I?! So 
without further ado I present you 
with the top ten things that helped me 
to get through NECC. 

1) Glasses: sounds silly right? It 
might be if you are currently wearing 
them. But if you don’t know that you 
need them and then go to the 
optometrist who tells you that you 
‘do then you start to slowly realize 
why all those long nights with your 
eyes dried out and bloodshot red the 
next morning make sense now. 
4) Funny videos: After being 
‘turned on to Bo Burnham and Dirt 
Nasty, I can’t really look back now. 
It’s like a bad train wreck that is just 
too good not to watch. I enjoy people 
who are completely ridiculous and 


then upload videos onto you tube and 
keep a straight face. After typing up a 
ton of work and feeling like I need to 
be really silly every now and then in 
order to make things less intense, I 
turn on one of Dirt Nasty’s freestyles 
all of which are priceless (“I hang out 
at hospitals...“) or watch one of his 
music videos and just sit there and 
laugh. Bo Burnham is even better, 
albeit very offensive. I love watching 
his ridiculously obscure standup 
videos (particularly his haikus, I just 
sit there laughing). Cool facts about 
Bo Burnham: he is 19, from 
Hamilton, Massachusetts, and actual- 
ly went to St. Johns Prep. “My name 
is Bo fo sho...a born Bostonian...” 

2) Protein Shakes: I’m not sure 
what my deal is, but I’m always tired. 
I hate drinking energy drinks for the 
same reason that the majority of peo- 
ple hate drinking them: they pick you 
up only to drop you down. Try drink- 
ing a protein shake while you are 
studying for a big test or unable to 
wake up in the morning. I promise it 
will make you feel that much more 
alert, more better, and will probably 
make you feel like you could run a 
marathon the night before a big 
exam. 

3) Speaking of exams, if you are 
bad at math or (fill in the blank here), 
then get a friend to help you out. 
Apparently I‘m good at math but 
somehow I‘m really not. I just stud- 
ied really hard for my A’s. Oh, and 
the fact that my good friend former 
Sports Editor Christian Stone took all 
of the same math courses as me and 


would stay up with me listening to 
my incessant whining when he would 
much rather be watching the game or 
playing with his cat instead was real- 
ly big of him. It’s good to make 
friends in math courses because it 
can get really intense the higher you 
move up, so it’s always good to have 
somebody to lean on when you are 
currently looking at the board trying 
to figure out some major math statis- 
tics problem. 

6) If you’re nearing in on your 
last semester, for the love of God, 
please send your transfer materials 
out a month ahead of time. Take it 
from me, anything that can go wrong 
usually does. Stuff gets lost in the 
mail, among other issues. I’ve been 
there. Get all of the information 
together needed for colleges. I highly 
recommend filling out the Common 
Application because it will make 
your life that much easier in the long 
run when you have other stuff to do. 

7) Totally random: face tow- 
elettes: I use the Neutrogena deep 
clean cleansing kind. It’s perfect 
when you come home late from work 
ready to pass out but just don’t feel 
like washing your face because it will 
wake you up all over again. Call me 
lazy but this stuff is key beyond com- 
parison. By far one of my favorite 
choice products of the school year. 

8) Candy makes you smarter: 
Studying is boring. Candy is fun. If I 
don’t have candy or some kind of a 
food when I am studying then I will 
start to get preoccupied with thinking 
about food or having some kind of a 


Gaming and saving 


Video games provide 
a cost effective form 


of entertainment 
By SAM SAWYER 


Opinion Editor 
In this tough economy, I fre- 
quently reflect on how lucky I am to 
be a gamer. Gaming is one of the 
most cost effective hobbies out there. 
While there is certainly a significant 
Price tag to get started, (a good start- 
ing package for the Xbox 360, which 
includes the console, a controller, a 
60 gigabyte hard drive and two 
games, will run you about $300) the 
overall amount of money spent to the 
amount of hours and enjoyment you 
get is remarkable. 

New video games run between 
$50 and $60, (excluding deluxe 
packages.) This may seem high, but 

when you think about the math, it's 
actually a great deal. One example I 
like to use is my purchase of Halo 3. 
I bought a special edition copy of the 
game within a week of its release in 
2007 for $70. By my rough calcula- 
tion, the ratio of dollars to hours is 
$0.1 per hour of entertainment. 
Granted, this is an extreme example, 
as I have sunk many days into play- 
ing that game, but imagine you 
bought a new game for $60 and 
played it for a total of 20 hours 
before you were done with it. That 
equals out to about $3 per hour. 
Going to see a movie costs about $12 
for a ticket, not including drinks. If 
you're seeing a 90-minute movie, 
you're paying about $7.50 per hour. 
Add snacks and beverages, you've 
“got $10 or more dollars an hour. 

While brand new, recent games 

generally cost effective, gamers 

with the right knowledge, get 


many hours of satisfying entertain- 
ment for absurdly low prices. In late 
2006, the game “Tom Clancy's 
Rainbow Six Vegas” was released. It 
got rave reviews from every major 
gaming publication. The game still 
holds up marvelously today, and fea- 
tures a challenging Story mode, a 
riotously fun cooperative multiplay- 
er mode called “Terrorist Hunt,” as 
well as an active competitive online 
community. It is easily worth 30 or 
more hours of playtime, and it is 
readily available for under $5. That 
is just one example out of many like 
it. 

Everyone knows about 
Amazon.com and it's massive array 
of products, and generally decent 
first-party prices. But, while many 
people's eyes have probably scanned 
over it before, I'm sure most shop- 
pers aren't fully away of the deals 
they could be getting through third 
party Amazon sellers. If you look at 
a product on the site, you see 
Amazon's price at the top, and then 
underneath it, something along the 
lines of “new and used for$___.” 
This is where many of the real deals 
come in. To use my example of 
“Tom Clancy's Rainbow Six Vegas,” 
the first party Amazon price for the 
game is $16.79. If you use a third 
party Amazon seller, you can get the 
game for $4.84. This same situation 
happens with many products on the 
site. The DVD, “Clerks X,” the 
tenth anniversary special of the cult 
hit film “Clerks,” is sold for $25.99 
by Amazon. If you use the third 
party sellers, you can get in new for 
$11.21, or used for $3.55. That's a 
saving of over $22. 

If, after a few months of playing, 
you've built up a significant number 
of games that you've enjoyed but are 
done with, there are ways you can 
turn those old games into new 
games. The game trading website 


Goozex.com is one of the most cre- 
ative uses of the internet that I've 
ever seen. The website matches peo- 
ple who want a game with people 
who have it. Each game is given a 
point value (100-1000, or $5 to $50) 
by the website's algorithm, which 
factors in popularity, supply and 
demand, and release date, among 
other things. The prices they come 
up with are almost always a good 
deal for the buyer, who generally 
gets a better price than they would 
just about anywhere else, while still 
being an extremely good deal for the 
seller, who gets the full value of the 
game. This is what separates 
Goozex from places like Gamestop, 
who often barely reduce the price of 
used games in relation to their 
unopened counterparts ($60 for a 
new copy of a game, and $55 for a 
used one,) and give people who trade 
in used products less than half of 
what they are then sold for. Goozex 
makes money from banner ads, as 
well as a $1 charge per incoming 
trade. I have gotten about 20 games 
through the service, and I've only 
spent about $60 totak (shipping 
charges on outgoing games and the 
$1 incoming game fee.) 

There are also ways for people to 
play through pricey, popular, new 
games for a huge discount. 
Gamefly.com is essentially the 
Netflix of video games. For $15.95 
a month, users can rent games for as 
long as they'd like with no late fees. 
I use the service, so instead of paying 
$60 for a new game that I can't 
afford, I get all the enjoyment I 
would get if I bought it, for about 
$16 per month. 

It pays to have a cheap hobby in 
these rough times, and with a little 
research and clever consumerism, 
you can keep yourself entertained 
and relaxed while not severely drain- 
ing your ever-important paycheck. 


nice warm drink, I get my stuff ahead 
of time and it usually keeps me 
focused. We actually have candy in 
the Observer staff room, tootsie rolls. 
Just don’t try taking the green apple 
ones, they are usually gone, or some- 
one will get mad at you. ~ 

9) If you find your life being 
taken over by work, then try watch- 
ing Twilight: I know, I know what 
you’ve heard. “That is the worst 
movie that I’ve ever seen in my 
whole entire life....” etc. But can’t 
you just appreciate it’s badness? How 
often will you see some dude as hot 
as Robert Pattinson grab some girl on 
his back and start climbing up trees 
with horrible special effects and 
music. I actually was laughing 
throughout the entire film after final- 
ly giving into it and having to watch 
it for a project, but you know what? 


MCT Campus photo 


Now I’m totally addicted to it. I can’t 
wait to see New Moon. There I said 
it. ’'m a Twihard. 

10) Join the newspaper or some 
other fun club at NECC: It’s not so 
much your ability to say... say for 
instance on your resume, yes I’ve had 
experience working on a school 
newspaper at NECC. It’s so much 
more than that. Who else will be 
there with you in half of your classes 
that you sign up for together to say 
inside jokes under their breathe that 
only you will get and force you to 
crack a smile in class? Not only do 
these things help to broaden your 
horizons, but they will also help to 
provide you with friendships that will 
last a lifetime... long after NECC. 

And there you have it. Those are 
a few of my favorite thingsthat 
helped me to get through NECC! 


Status update: 


‘I do’ 


By STEPHEN WILLIAMS 
Correspondent 


Is nothing and no one safe from 
Facebook and Twitter these days? 
One might think that plenty of things 
are and will never be tainted by these 
popular social networking sites. But 
they would be wrong. 

I was going to write an article on 
the man that escaped from prison a 
few days ago but when on the web- 
site, bostonnewschannel.com doing 
some research, a wedding video 
caught my attention. 

Picture this. A couple stands on 
an altar before friends and family 
with all eyes on them. They just said, 
“J do” and the minister follows with, 
“J now pronounce you husband and 
wife.” Next comes, “You may kiss 
the bride” and obviously the kiss. If 
you pictured this, your wedding 
scene would be skewed when it 
comes to the wedding of Dana Hanna 
and Tracy Page. 

On Nov. 21 in Abingdon, 
Maryland the scene was much the 
same as the one above. But a slight 
difference occurred right before the 
kiss everyone is waiting for. The min- 
ister had just finished the line, “I now 
pronounce you husband and wife,” 
when Hanna reached into his tuxedo 
pocket and pulled out his cell phone. 

“Dana is updating his relation- 
ship status on Facebook,” the minis- 
ter explained. Instead of being mad, 
Hanna's blushing bride was handed 
her cell phone by her now husband 
and followed suit. Together the two 
performed their first action as a mar- 
ried couple by Facebooking and 
Tweeting. Amidst laughs from loved 
ones looking on, the couple finished 


and the phones were returned to the 
groom's pocket. 

The minister then said, “If it's 
official on Facebook, it's official in 
my book” and was hailed with laugh- 
ter from those present while he con- 
tinued to finish the ceremony. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hanna were pre- 
sented and the video then ended. I sat 
there on the floor struck momentarily 
silent by the minute and 35 second 
clip I just viewed. I assumed it was 
supposed to be funny and create a 
lasting wedding memory but come 
on. Leave the comedy to the half- 
drunk speech makers at the reception. 
If I did that at my wedding, the last 
thing I would see in this world is a 
furious woman in a white dress ring- 
ing my neck. 

The groom insists it was all in 
good fun and him and the minister 
had planned this prior to the ceremo- 
ny and were the only ones privy. Not 
even Hanna's bride knew what was 
coming. According to Dana Hanna 
they got a lot of laughs and some 
minor criticisms. It's a wedding peo- 
ple, can't that wait? All I can really 
say is, please for the love of god, 
leave Facebook and Twitter out the 
marriage ceremony. 

Any person who takes their cell 
phone out while at a wedding, 
whether guest or groom, deserves 
what is coming to them. Those two 
should be ashamed of themselves. 
My opinion of Facebook has sunk 
even lower than it was, which is 
already very low, and I think Twitter 
is just a waste of time. In my opinion, 
this video just shows me how absurd 
people can be and how nothing is safe 
from the menaces that are Facebook 
and Twitter. 


ro 
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Coach leaves NECC 


Baseball head coach 
Alex Hill moves on 
to another school 


By Matt McCARRON 
Sports Editor 
T hoe 
Knights base- 
ball team will 
be looking for 


a new head 
coach for the 
2010 season. 
Last year's 
head coach, 
Alex Hill, has 
left Northern Essex -to continue his 
coaching and teaching career. Hill 
will be the head coach of the softball 
team and an adjunct professor at 
Daniel Webster College in Nashua, 
N.H. 

Hill might have been the NECC 
baseball coach for less than two 
years, but coaching and being around 
the game of baseball was nothing 
new for him. He graduated from col- 
lege with minor in education and 
received a master's degree in sports 
management. He also played varsity 
baseball during his college years. 

Before coming to NECC Hill 
coached at many different levels, he 
even assisted scouts for the San 
Diego Padres. At the college level 
Hill has been the assistant coach at 
Southern New Hampshire University, 
Saint Anselm College and Westfield 
State College. He has also coached in 
various state teams including the 


Lowell All-Americans and the New 
England Collegiate Baseball League. 

Entering 2009 Hill knew the sea- 
son was going to be an uphill battle. 
Last year's team was forced to start 
from scratch following the departure 
of Kerry Quinlan. Quinlan was 
named Region XXI coach of the year 
in 2006, following a record-breaking 
season. The Knights were crowned 
the NJCAA Division If] Region 21 
Champions and made an appearance 
in the College World Series. 
Unfortunately for Hill the success of 
Quinlan lead many of his players to 
transfer with him to Bunker Hill 
Community College. 

“I knew 2009 would be a struggle 
because I had to start from scratch 
with the baseball program,” said Hill. 
“We only had 10 available players at 


‘one point, but we never got down or 


hung our heads.” 

The 2009 team finished the year 
with a 10-19 record. They were the 
number three seed in the state tourna- 
ment, but were eliminated by 
Massasoit Community College in the 
first round. However, Hill could see 
the potential and promise of the play- 
ers. 

“Many of the players will go on 
to play at competitive four-year 
schools,” Hill said. 

For Hill, much of his time at 
NECC was spent recruiting players 
in order to rebuild the team and make 
it competitive again. 

“The 2010 team will be much 
stronger, and I would expect them to 
win more than 20 games and qualify 
not just for the state tournament, but 
the regional tournament as well,” Hill 
said. 


: Pecartiey pints 
Alex Hill will coach at 


Daniel Webster this year. 


The talent level is high entering 
the 2010 season. The team will likely 
be led by returning players Syed Ali, 
Evan Anderson, Keith Deschene, 
Roman Mondaito, Joe Mortiz, 
Anyelo Roman and Rays Roman. 

Hill expressed his memories of 
the 2009 season and students he got 
to coach. 

“I will never forget my players, 
they're just a great bunch of guys. I 
really wish I could coach them again 
this spring, but my family's well- 
being comes first,” said Hill. 

NECC will be looking for a new 
head baseball coach to replace Hill. 
He said the new coach needs to make 
sure the team stays competitive in 
2011 and beyond through strong 
recuiting. 
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The Patriots have problems 


Pats lose back to 
back games for first 
time since 2006 


By Matr McCarron 
Sports Editor 


The New England Patriots sank 
to a new season low on Sunday when 
they lost to the Miami Dolphins 22- 
21. It was the first time the Patriots 
had lost back to back games since 
2006. Head Coach Bill Belichick has 
to address pressing issues on both 
sides of the ball. 

In the first quarter of Sunday's 
game the Patriots were in total con- 
trol of the clock and the tempo of the 
game. The time of possession and 
score at the end of the first quarter 
didn't show any signs of the role 
reversal that was yet to come. 

From the moment the second 
quarter began the Patriots were a 
totally different team. It was as if 
something had sucked the life and 
energy out of them. The offense went 
from being an efficient machine to an 
anemic slug that couldn't get out of 
its own way. While the offense was 
sputtering the defense was getting 
exposed. 

The secondary of the Patriots was 
an appalling, disgrace of what profes- 
sional corners and safeties should be. 
Dolphins quarterback Chad Henne 
had a field day, toying with the likes 
of Gary Guyton and Lee Bodden 


Miami's receiving corps ran by, 
through, and between the defensive 
schemes Belichick had in place. 
Wide receiver Devon Bess put up 
impressive numbers, catching 10 
passes for 117 yards and one touch- 
down. 

The offense didn't fare any better 
in the final three quarters. 
Quarterback Tom Brady threw two 
interceptions, including the back- 
breaker, coming with 9:45 to go in 
the game. The Patriots offense failed 
to finish off their drive and couldn't 
convert on four plays frotti the 
Dolphins goal line. 

“When you're down there in the 
red area and you don't score touch- 
downs you just give the other team 
too many opportunities and you're 
not going to win very often when you 
score 21 points. It's frustrating but 
we've got to fight back and go out 
there and do a better job next time,” 
Brady said. 

The entire offense played without 
any passion or sense of urgency as 
the fourth quarter wound down. 

"I think we've played pretty 
inconsistent. We havé some good 
drives and then we have some bad 
drives,” said Brady. “We had some 
chances today inside the 5-yard line, 
inside the 10-yard line and we get no 
points. That's the frustrating part for 
all of us.” 

Other players were visibly upset 
after blowing a 14-point lead and los- 
ing for the second week in a row. 
Coach Belichick was very brief in his 
postgame comments, answering 


reporter's questions in only one or 
two sentences. 

"It's really frustrating. We've 
always been a team that’s been able 
to overcome situations and fight 
through things and we haven't been 
able to do that,” said receiver Wes 
Welker. “We all need to look at our- 
selves in the mirror and figure things 
out. We're coming to play on a week- 
ly basis and we need to make sure 
we're doing our jobs the way it needs 
to be done." 

From this point forward the 
Patriots have to wake-up and smell 
the manure. They have squandered a 
massive lead the AFC East. The Jets 
beat the Buffalo Bills 19-13 and have 
moved within one game of a tie with 
the Pats. With their dramatic win the 
Dolphins are now tied at 6-6 with the 
Jets, for second place in the AFC 
East. Even the Bills aren't totally out 
of the hunt yet. 

If the Patriots don't address, or 
better yet, fix some of the gaping 
holes they have in their secondary 
they will be in for a rude awakening. 

Tom Brady and the Patriots 
offense have just as many problems 
as the defense. The offensive line is 
not protecting Brady, defenses are 
going around and through them, pres- 
suring or sacking Brady. Without a 
secure pocket and time to throw, 
Brady and the entire team will con- 
tinue to struggle. After all you can't 
win games if you don't finish drives 
and put points on the board. 


Wire photo 
Tom Brady is sacked on the final play of the game. 
The Pats relinquished a 14 point lead and lost 22-21. 


Why professional 
athletes think they 
can get off the hook 


By Matr McCarron 
Sports Editor 


You've all heard about it, seen it 
on TV and on the Internet. It has cre- 
ated a sensation for gossip and 
tabloid magazines. The paparazzi 
have had a field day taking thousands 
of photos in front of his Orlando 
home. Yes, I'm talking about Tiger 
Woods. 

Ever since the world's number 
one golfer crashed his Cadillac 
Escalade into a fire hydrant and tree 
at the end of his driveway more and 
more information has come to the 
surface about Woods’ extramarital 
affairs. 

Woods crashed his car around 
2:25 a.m. on the morning of Nov. 30. 
First reports claimed that his wife 
Elin Nordegren rescued him by 
smashing the window with, of all 
things, a golf cub. However, people 
soon started asking questions on why 
Nordegren needed to smash a win- 
dow to rescue her husband. After all, 
Woods might have been shaken up 
during the incident but he never fully 
lost consciousness. When emergency 
personal arrived at the scene Woods 
was bleeding from his mouth. He 
was treated for lacerations to his 
upper and lower lips, went to a local 
hospital and was released. He refused 
to speak to any reporters or members 
-of the media; he even refused to talk 
to the Florida Highway Patrol. 

“This is a private matter and I 
_ want to keep it that way. Although I 


understand there is curiosity, the 
many false, unfounded and malicious 
rumors that are currently circulating 
about my family and me are irrespon- 
sible.” Woods said. “The only person 
responsible for the accident is me. 
My wife, Elin, acted courageously 
when she saw I was hurt and in trou- 
ble. She was the first person to help 
me. Any other assertion is absolutely 
false.” 

Now, days after the initial inci- 
dent everyone has come to find out 
there was much more to that car crash 
than was originally thought and the 
“unfounded” and “malicious” rumors 
were in fact true. 

In a world were we have news 24 
hours a day, seven days a week, 365 
days a year why would an athlete 
such as Tiger Woods jeopardize his 
name and perfect, squeaky-clean 
image in order to allegedly sleep 
around with other women? 

Much of the reason comes from 
the fact that professional athletes 
think they're above suspicion and 
criticism. They have millions, and in 
Woods' case over a billion dollars, 
have huge sponsors such as Nike, 
Gatorade and Gillette, travel all over 
the world playing a game they love 
and excel at. It's because of these lux- 
uries athletes seem so surprised when 
they get exposed for cheating on their 
wives, smoking marijuana, or taking 
performance-enhancing drugs. 

There have been numerous cases 
in which high-profile athletes have to 
face the media because of a scandal, 
cheating at their sport or taking recre- 
ational drugs. In 2003 Los Angeles 
Lakers guard Kobe Bryant was 
charged with sexual assault by a 19- 
year-old hotel worker. Bryant had to 
face his family, the media, and a 
judge before the charges were even- 


Sox was to pass a physical examina- 
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Tiger Woods and wife 
Elin Nordegren at the 
2004 Ryder Cup dinner. 


tually dropped. 

In January of this year swimming 
sensation and 14-time Olympic gold 
medalist Michael Phelps was caught 
hitting a bong at a party. The after- 
math was swift. Phelps lost his spon- 
sorship with Kelloggs and took lots 
of heat from fans and writers alike. 

So no matter how perfect and 
clean-cut certain athletes are, at the 
end of the day everyone is human. 
Everyone makes mistakes at one 
point or another. However those in 
the public eye, especially those who 
are looked upon as role models must 
realize their entire reputation and the 
way the public looks at them can be 
destroyed in a matter of days. 


Sox acquire Scutaro 


Sox will start 2010 
_ season with a 
_ new shortstop 


By Matt McCarron 
Sports Editor 
‘y 
_ The rumors and speculation 
jabout Dustin Pedroia moving from 
‘second base to shortstop, and 
| whether the Sox would have a new 
team member to play the position at 
the start of the 2010 season, came to 
a rest on Friday Dec. 4 when a press 
' conference was held to introduce the 
| newest member of the Red Sox. 

The Red Sox acquired shortstop 
Marco Scutaro from the Toronto Blue 
Jays. After much deliberation and 
| negotiations the Red Sox and Scutaro 
agreed on a two-year, $11 million 
| deal that also includes a third-year 

dual option worth $6 million if exer- 
_cised by the Red Sox and $3 million 
if Scutaro picks it up. 

Red Sox General Manager Theo 
Epstein didn’t waste any time when 

_the opportunity presented itself. 

"We were looking to upgrade at 
shortstop," said Epstein. "We were 
pretty clear about that going into the 
winter. Right from the start, we iden- 
tified Marco as the best free agent 
and a guy who would be the best fit 
for this ballclub. 

The only thing left for Scutaro to 
do before he officially became a Red 


tion, to make sure he was healthy and 
able to perform. Scutaro had been 
affected by a nagging foot injury dur- 
ing the 2009 season that caused him 
to miss the last two weeks of the sea- 
son. After physical drill and examina- 
tion in Miami the Sox determined the 
injury was no longer an issue. 

During the press conference 
Scutaro was just as happy as Epstein. 

"I'm looking forward to it," 
Scutaro said. "The atmosphere is 
great and it's pretty much sold out 
every night. Even when you go on the 
road, this team has a lot of fans, so 
you couldn't ask for anything else 
more. It's great." 

Scutaro expressed his desire to 
join the Sox and come to a team that 
would be competitive and give him a 
chance to win a championship. He 
even turned down more money in 
order to come to Boston. 

"There was a team that was mak- 
ing a real good offer. I can say this. I 
took a little less money to come here 
and win a ring. Since day one, this 
was my first choice. I just wanted to 
come here and just be part of this 
team. We have a chance to win a 
championship. We have an unbeliev- 
able team,” said Scutaro. 

Scutaro emerged as one of the 
premier free agents this offseason. 
2009 was his coming out year. He 
finished the season with a .282 aver- 
age, scored 100 runs, hit 12 home- 
runs and had a .379 on-base percent- 


MCT Campus photo 


Shortstop Marco Scutaro 
attempts a double play. 
age. 

The addition of Scutaro fills a 
large void at shortstop. He brings 
excellent defensive skills and a pro- 
ductive bat to the lineup. 

"Marco's got great hands," said 
Epstein. "He's got good range. He 
knows how to play all the infield 
positions. We really liked the way he 
played shortstop when he was given 
the everyday job. Subjectively, he's a 
guy that plays the game with a lot of 
confidence.” 


NECC Observer Dec. 9, 2009 Page 13 


5. Who is the 
current General 
Manager of the 
Celtics? 


Weekly Sports Trivia 
QUESTIONS: 


1. Who was the first 
coach of the Boston 
Celtics? 


2. When was the last 
time the U.S. hosted 
the World Cup? 


3. What NHL team 
celebrated its 100 


anniversary on 
Dec. 4? 


4. Who holds the 
Red Sox record for 
most complete 
games? 


eBuly Auueg *s 
Buno, Ad “vy 
sueipeuey jealjuOW “¢ 
v66L “2 

assny Asuopy “1 


‘SUSAMSNV 


Ya 


Page 14 NECC Observer Dec. 9, 2009 


ARIES (March 20- 
April 18) Deep emotional 
changes are now taking 
place. Over the next 8 
days expect the silent 
observations of a friend or lover to 
be easily expressed. Previous delays 
or vague promises will no longer 
create controversy. In the coming 
weeks fast decisions and definitive 
action will require extra diplomacy. 
Stay focused. Friday through 
Sunday highlights powerful intu- 
itions and sudden insights. Family 
expectations and long-term roman- 
tic promises are accented. Remain 
attentive. 


Aries 


TAURUS (April 19- 

May 19) Early this week 

loved ones may probe for 

Taurus detailed answers. If so, 
expect recent social changes or fam- 
ily gatherings to trigger unusual dis- 
cussions. Group loyalties or yester- 
day's emotional patterns may be at 
issue: stay focused. Avoid being 
seduced into unnecessary argu- 
ments: no long-term solutions will 
be found. After Wednesday pay 
attention to workplace gossip or 
minor comments from key officials. 
Revised budgets and new team 
assignments will soon be 


announced. 
{| June 20) Family and 
social acceptance are on 
Gemini the rise this week. Before 
Thursday watch for 
unique messages or invitations from 
loved ones. Be flexible: your reac- 
tion is important. Later this week 
business delays will be unavoidable. 
For many Geminis a recent project 


may encounter a new or unusual 
debt. Refuse to be derailed: at pres- 


GEMINI (May 20- 


ent your creativity and dedication to 
group achievement will help move 
vital business partnerships forward. 
Don't hesitate to ask questions. 


CANCER (June 21- 

( ) July 21) Over the next 

| Oy few days loved ones may 
require assistance con- 
cerning financial securi- 
ty, business investments or long- 
term practical decisions. All is well, 
so not to worry. Do, however, watch 
for key home choices to be difficult 
or temporarily delayed. After 
Wednesday Cancerians born after 
1978 will encounter an unexpected 
or perhaps bizarre romantic invita- 
tion. Private attractions, yesterday's 
social triangles and unusual work- 
place disputes are highlighted. Stay 


balanced. 
22) Health, vitality and 
sleep patterns will now 
leo improve. Over the next 
few days watch for loved 
ones to become involved in unusual 
leisure activities or complex group 
relationships. For many Leos enthu- 
siasm and social optimism are now 
an ongoing theme. Join in; it's time 
to create an atmosphere of accept- 
ance. Friday through Sunday 
accents bold discussions with older 
relatives, authority figures or man- 
agers. Be expressive: new roles and 
meaningful progress are needed. 


Cancer 


LEO (July 22-August 


VIRGO (August 23- 
September 21) Money 
restrictions, business 
schedules and home 
agreements may cause 
brief delays. If so, expect improved 
security to arrive within the next 
four weeks. Remain patient and 


watch for loved ones to discuss past 
mistakes or unproductive doubts 
Offer quiet assurance: your inner 
strength will be appreciated. After 
mid-week romantic relationships 
begin a seven week phase of 
renewed intimacy and bold discus- 
sion. Emotional progress will bring 
new commitments. Stay open. 


LIBRA (September 
22-October 22) Early this 
week loved ones may 
react quickly to new 
social facts. 
Relationships are complex at the 
moment but highly productive: wait 
for others to settle their own 
thoughts before taking emotional 
risks. Wednesday through Friday 
highlights minor workplace tensions 
and key discussions with authority 
figures. Misinformation or vague 
instructions may be a theme. Pace 
yourself and wait for change. After 
Saturday rest and study new busi- 
ness options: expansion will bring 
success. 


Libra 


SCORPIO. (October 
| ] 23-November 21) 
Important family infor- 
mation may be revealed 
before mid-week. 
Skepticism, doubt and 
feelings of isolation are all accented. 
Home relations may be more vulner- 
able than anticipated: remain open 
to unusual proposals. Tuesday 
through Friday workplace relation- 
ships may be mildly strained. Key 
issues involve workplace competi- 
tion, hidden agendas and fear of 
change. At present, business politics 
are best left unaddressed. Rest this 
weekend and gain perspective: ener- 
gy is low. 


Se 


SAGITTARIUS 
(November 22- 
December 20) 


Sagittarius Workplace relations will 

be complex and poorly 
defined over the next few days. Key 
issues may involve money limita- 
tions and yesterday's promises. 
Stand your ground: your creativity 
and long- term intentions are valid. 
Later this week a recently despon- 
dent family member may reveal 
unexpected social or financial infor- 
mation. Encourage group invyolve- 
ment: new ideas and shared plans 
are needed. After Saturday ask a 
friend for clarity: mistaken facts 


may be a concern. 
~~ 
6 (December 21-January 
19) Complex social or 
Capricorn family promises may be 
briefly delayed this week. 
Go slow and expect unusual home 
reversals. Key concerns may 
involve emotional triangles or 
dependent relationships. After 
Wednesday workplace negotiations 
and private career discussions work 
strongly in your favor. Bosses or 
managers may ask for extra dedica- 
tion. Don't hesitate: your prompt 
attention is vital. Later this weekend 
carefully study financial documents: 
missed payments may be bother- 
some. 


CAPRICORN 


AQUARIUS 

A VAY (January 20-February 18) 
Before next week busi- 

ness partners and key 

officials will rekindled 

interest in outdated projects. 
Promising ventures now need to be 
revisited: expect older colleagues 
and team leaders to opt for repeated 
programs, revised workplace roles 


or extra training. Use this time to 
introduce fresh concepts into an old 
plan: you won't be disappointed. 
After Thursday romance in fascinat- 
ing; expect sensual banter to be dif- 
ficult to resist. Go slow, however, 
and wait for reliable promises. 


Ht 


Pisces 


PISCES (February 
19-March 19) Welcome 
new mental and verbal 
attention this week but 
take extra time to evalu- 
ate the potential of new relation- 
ships. Over the next six days social 
and romantic flirtations will be pas- 
sionate but brief: carefully consider 
all invitations and proposals. After 
mid-week Pisceans born after 1982 
will experience an unusual emotion- 
al triangle. If so, let others resolve 
their own issues: your insights will 
not be well received. Late Saturday 
family demands increase. Take your 
time: all is well. 


If your birthday is this 
week...over the next six weeks 
watch for a close friend or 
romantic partner to announce 
new home plans, renovations or 
changed living arrangements. 
Property matters, co- habitation 
and increasing financial security 
will soon be an ongoing theme: 
stay focused on large decisions 
and new sums of money and all 
will be well. By early next year 
powerful romantic passions and 
new ultimatums in close relation- 
ships will demand attention. 
Stand your ground but let loved 
ones set the pace. Much of 2010 
will bring significant break- 
throughs in romantic relation- 
ships and long-term friendships. 
Stay open to new suggestions. 


To apply for the Online Business program, or for more 
information, visit: wsc.ma.edu/onlinebusiness 


Questions? Email us at: onlinebusiness@wsc.ma.edu. 


Westfield 


Founded 1838 Westfield, Massachusetts 01086 - 413-572-8020 


in Business Online 


Attention Northern Essex 
Community College 

__ Business Students and Graduates: 

~ Complete your Bachelor of Science 

degree in Business online 

at Westfield State! 


333 Western Avenue 


DIVISION OF GRADUATE & CONTINUING EDUCATION 
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THE TV CROSSWORD 


by Jacqueline E. Mathews 
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Christian Ramos comic 
The Aduectares ; ual | Rey! Wh eve) [Went to visit) 7 = joes mal ACROSS 50 Popular Fleetwood RV model 
\ Lee ae / my Cousin / [family weat ~) 1 “Bernie _” 51 Angle-shaped plumbing pipe 
~ i 4 Series for Marg Helgenberger 52 “...We __ it all, just like Bogey 
\ yer 2 — 7 “My Mother the _” and Bacall...” 
10 Arrestee’s need 53 Stuck-up person 
Tihs Laas 54 __ Aviv, Israel 
12 Sean __ Lennon 55 Nav. rank 
13 Role on “M*A*S*H” 56 Devour 
15 Hawaii’s Mauna __ 
16 Type of retriever, for short DOWN ’ 
17 Animated primetime series 1 “Yes, __"; polite response 
20 Actor Marienthal 2 Assistant 
21 Charles Gibson’s employer 3 Red wine 
22 Actor on “Criminal Minds” 4 Popular soft drink 
27 Actress Mia __ 5 Ina little while 
| 30 Large bird that cannot fly 6 “If __ Hammer” 
| 31 Carney or Garfunkel 7 Drama series for Thom Barry 
32 Yrbk. section 8 Santa__, CA 
33 Thin coin 9 Actor Lowe 
35 Venomous snakes 10 Uplifting accessory 
| 38 Mrs., in Mexico 14 Make angry 
| 40 $ value of the first question on 18 Groucho’s prop 
“Who Wants to Be a Millionaire” 19 Sit-up targets 
PEA vy 41 “CBS Evening News” anchor 22 “Presidio _” 
A Vrms WE 47 “What | Like About _.” 23 “What Kind of Fool __?” 
ee 49 Refrain syllable 24 What Moe called Curly Joe 


25 Org. once headed by Mr. Heston 
26 Upper room 

28 Elementary school subjs. 

29 Beast of burden 

34 Historical period 

36 Sound the horn 

37 Tina __ of “Gilligan’s Island” 

39 “__ Movies”; Siskel and Ebert 


Solution to Last Week's Puzzle 
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We cough? meade «S 
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Christian Ramos comic series, once 
42 Nation in the news 
43 Actor George 
OLV0CS 44 Columnist Barrett 
BA Matt 45 “__ You Babe”; signature song 
] Groevnal(wG for Sonny and Cher 


46 Singer and bandleader Calloway 
47 “Are We There __?”; movie that 

starred Ice Cube and Nia Long 
An piste oo Media Services, inc. 48 “Grand BA Opry” 


| THEY SAY THE EIGHT S165 OF 
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MUTTERING UNDER YovR BREATH 
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Who is a Renaissance Person? 
A) Barack Obama 

B) | Megan Fox 

C) Tiger Woods 

D) Ed Dufault 

The answer is D) Ed Dufault, an NECC stu- 
dent. Dufault is the lucky winner of a $250 NECC 
scholarship. He competed along with 9 other stu- 
dents in the final round of NECC's “Are you a 
Renaissance person?” game show on Monday, 
Dec. 7. 

The audience and contestant's lifelines 
packed into Lecture Hall A to watch the final com- 
petition. The contestants dripped with confusion 
under the bright lights. The competition quickly 
took on an unbreakable tension for the quest to 
become NECC’s reigning renaissance person. 

Four students were tied for second place. 
They got to choose between a $150 scholarship. 
Those contestants were Jennifer Coletta, Michael 
Nutter, Stephen Toney and Joshua Criante. 


- Chantal McGovern 


NECC’s Top Notch Players present 


Charles Dickens’ 


ae 
KE 


Directed by Jim Murphy 
Music Direction by Alisa Bucchiere 


December 11 & 12 at 7:00 p.m. 
and 
December 12 &13 at 3:00 p.m. 


Tickets: 
$10 general admission 
$8 students and 


senior cituzens 
$6 children 6 and under 
Available at the Hawrylciw Theater door 
or at www.mvarts.com 


Chantal McGovern photo 
The final contestants in the “Are You a Renaissance Person?” competi- 
tion battled it out for a $250 scholarship on Monday, Dec. 7. First place 
winner was Ed Dufault. Tying for second place was Jennifer Coletta, 
Michael Nutter, Stephen Toney and Joshua Criante. 


As part of our Green initiative; Neco 
| is now offering Green Courses for Spring 
i 
“Green” Course Offerings, Spring 201 
| BIO 112 -T10 (1655) Introductory Biology Il — 
- T/R 10:45-12:00; TH 12:10-2:00 (Ken Thom: 
BUS 101 —HON (1465) Introduction to ate 
- T/R 9:15-10:30 (Bill Zannini) ‘ae 
CIS 112 -B2A (2111) Integrated Computer J 
- W 12:00-1:50 (Kathy Proietti) 
CTE 105 — 10 (1995) Green Technology 
- MW 10:00-11:50 (Paul Chanley) 
ERS 125 — 9 (1745) Environmental Issues 
- MWF 9:00-9:50; F 10:00-11:50 (Maree * 
MAT 125-1 (1515) Statistics 
- MW 1:00-2:50 (Jillian Knowles) 


Please contact the instructor listed if you 
information about the green content 


